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Study on the Application of PEG-Based Double Network Hydrogel to
Cartilage Replacement

LIU Xiaoxu, ZHOU Guiyin
(' School of Biological Science and Medical Engineering, Hunan University of Technology, Zhuzhou Hunan 412007, China )

Abstract: By using polyacrylate-co-acrylamide and linear polyethylene glycol (PEG) as the first and second
networks respectively, the double network hydrogels with mechanical properties of cartilage have thus been prepared by
photopolymerization. The successful synthesis of hydrogel is verified by Fourier infrared spectroscopy, with its swelling
property calculated by weighing method, followed by a test of its mechanical properties by a universal tensile testing
machine. The results show that the stress of the prepared hydrogel is about 1.82 MPa under 304% tensile strain; while
under 80% compression strain, the stress is approximately 10.36 MPa, with the hydrogel effectively dissipating energy
with high toughness (3.37 MJ/m’). After 10 cycles, the peak stress remains at 99.1% of the initial stress value with a
low swelling rate of 2.16. It can be seen that this double network cross-linking condition improves significantly the self-
recovery and anti-fatigue properties of the hydrogel, characterized with fine anti-swelling properties, which makes it a
new potential cartilage-like material.

Keywords: cartilage-like material; double network hydrogel; polyethylene glycol; mechanical property;
swelling property

i BEHEE. 2024-07-19

ELWH: EFEARPEESRIIH (52070078 ) ; WA B ETR2AVIRILSRIIH (23A0451) 5 iFEA AR
SEHAEIIE (2024117138)

EER N XIWE, <o, Wi Tab R, EEF5 T oA E MR, E-mail: liuxiaoxul999@163.com

WBEENY: FSE, B, W L kERIzEz, M, F250 o EYE AR R, E-mail: gyzhou@hut.edu.cn



68 7= DA | /A = S 4

2025 4F

0 3l

BCEAE N — PRk B8R mas a2y, HAARE
PIBTRIREE , REREARSZ X iBshist ik )y, H3%ir)
REJE AR ST e p i v AR AR T e TR
ZIMEHL, ARG AL, B IR TR A,
TN AN . 25 R G 0 AR ) R R B A0
fr, —HBGIRMET T AFRMBEE B, TR &
ARV S S SR B R R, ANY
T HA BT RRPCT I S12ebERe, RN HS R
UM AR, NS5 R g RN A AR

TG S — Pl AT =SSR 8 S5 K 1 T
WBTORRE, TR R AL PR, eI L AR
B T Ok Z B e E Y KBRS A A R
KAF-, TEROZER T BAT 1 HIRRAS 2 AR
HAMEPE A 2R S AN R, JFEA R
GFI AR T B R A TR BEERE B R A M
BRI, HATER R AT, B TR AR
BRI 2FsmE ™ RUR 45 7K B M DU i 2ok
ISRV ERA 1 10 2% K 47 1) £4% W) . 28 235 Wy A A
T2 0 T 2 3 ) A BRI o LA A2 R0 ANER R T
FA WG A 5 — M g 25 R VR, T LA R st
FERA R AR Tk ) 50 0 4% 25 4 A 5 LA 1
PEBE. RO 45 25 48 (1 45 /K BE I HA I 5 19 2
PERE U7, HR A B AT DL S M BRI AL 2 A2 Bk g
O M 2RI T AR XU 4 K B AT TR
AW, 40 P. Baei 55 " DL R A vk 55 R A A1 SR
A, TR T 3 FIORIRI R AR KB, R
FAF SR G IR AR A & T — R 1 F R R
U RIR IR | ] £ (PVA/PEG ) & Ak
JE o WU 28 IR BEREA Tl — Rl EA 8 ) 2 e A=
YIM 2Rk i Z DBk e MY, R B T R
FHHIT

ALLIIETR (AA) FINIETERE (AM) h s
Bl IMALMEERZ i (PEG ) 153)—FhF 5 27230
WL K BERE . LA PYIETR 5N R BER LM 528k, PEG
PRI RE 8% 15 9 1> B4R 1] 3 ) VBV FH B T (AR )
LEATHRE T, AF] 10.36 MPa AU oA . IR KL
W R ZOK B AT KRR e, fERE K E
IRAH 2.16, AIVERZEFERHEAR K IIN
IKBEEAA AT R0 122k Re . 075 IR
[k B KRR v, B 3B B b B v
J1o JEERIRBCE I AEREIA B, (HE it ik
Y TR BB A ST & R RERS A B A
BB T

1 32§

1.1 EERFI RS

R OEE (PEG, Zrbral) . WG (AM,
Ml ) KRR (AA, rbral) , ¥R T
RAEBRA R BRE (4rfrat) | &bil (ordrat) |
2- Rk - 4 -(2- R OAEE) —2- RN (1-2959,
A3FTat ) (N, N- W7 H S R ( MBA, Z0AT4t ) ,
e [ 2 4 A A2 E A BR A F

L G XU 46, 101-OBS AU, FE PG AL 28 RF 4
( 1) ARAF; FHEMARRI IR, Nicolet
5700 %Y, & EFEER KRB AR TR,
AGX-X-10 kN % S5t (M) AXERHlzE 2wl .
1.2 PEG/p(AA-co-AM) P48 7K 52 B BY ol &%

KSRk B KBRS . 1 Seds il N I T M s
Tk fiie BT 6 R 3.9 g, MUEFRIR AA 5 AM T i L
] (AA 5 AM it e 3:1~1:3 284k ), FEmAZE
B0 MBA LA KOOGS &5 1-2959, %5 HT R 0 8
BRI 0.5%, FfJE AR R 2 8 (0.1,
0.3,0.5,0.7,09 g) fl 1.6 mL £ 1K, BEGET
10 mL RS, FEZWR T TR 6k o i it 20
min, FRREHSEHERIIEA 2 mL BRI
FEAEE I TR 8 W, KN 365 nm AL 4MT
HEGF 2 h R G . WIAER (CH,—~CHCOOH ) FIH
Jfi e ( CH,~CHCONH, ) WiF A k7651
RANFIAZWFN R, Bt sg 5650 5 A iR,
AW R B RGP, ETTIE Bk UE B R A M
%%, AR PEG,AA AM, KEEIE, Hefil £ )50 I
K1,
> O\

MBA
—

1 PEG-AA-AM 7KiEER: I & R IEE
Fig. 1 Schematic diagram of PEG-AA-AM hydrogel preparation
1.3 RAESWIK
1.3.1  JFHaemiX
1) g PR, 707 R Epl B kAT 12
PEREMNA, IR K BERE VIR MERE R (K 17



55 5 3

b, % R RSN B KB E NS A RIS 69

mm. P& 4 mm. JE 1 mm) , 2L 100 mm/min B4 H7fH
HOR YT KBRS PR PEREI . LA RAS e, Fifh
N Sjo . B E. FERLRE Uy, MTTHEAZT

e=Al/l,;x100% , (1)

o =F[4, (2)
E=ofe=FAl[(4],)=K . (3)
UhyS = JOX(Gload _Gunlnad )d&‘ o ( 4 )

A1)~ (4) e LR AR50 K B e I g
R A K s F Rt fech g0y 15 4,
NIRRT K AR o — AR il 2 ARl
(0~10%) ; & HTHILAE; O F O upiona 73 3 HT L
AN — E R AL A R K

2) FEZEHEREINN . SRABAIERAE (4 mm,
HAE 8 mm ), DA 10 mm/min [ 48 R AT HE 46 525
FE4ERAE ' YRR J1o'. ARt B, FERLRE U,
M AR

&' = Ahfhyx100% (5)
o'=F/A, , (6)
E':G’/g':FAh/(AOhO):K R (7)
Ul:)'s = JOX(O—load _O—unload )d{;‘ o ( 8 )

K (5) ~ (8) Hre AhHI hy 53 51 A 7K B A 28t
FEH I R 40 AR T S AR A6 =

3) PEERRAE — B SR K KR R DA
1) TR A 252 22 YO AR B 2 AR, SR DA R] 5 1)
BENF AR . i A AR 2 535 10 mm/min
100 mm/min, 8 & W 728 53 51 3 28 S 50% F1100%.
FEHLRE U,y 8 AN ) — W AR T 7 sk — &
AL Z R A TE A, REEAERRE n TSN

N=Up/ ], .00 (9)

4) AMEEREIRK ., LA 100 mm/min Y3 ZEXF
IKEERERE SR TR, IRENRE N ARG, DA RIRE Y
WG BRI KB, REIRIR, BRRIGPR RIS AR B
MIELR, 0,30, 60,90 s, LA 10 mm/min A3 R PEF T
AR, FE4R N A BN 60%, LAMIRI ) ik
PEAT S WAEIR . IR, BEE T ANIRI R A A TR
AEPEINRLS, Tk LEPE RIS A FEFRE .
1.3.2 AR AR M X

BRI KBS R IRA TR, KB
BYRIEJE (10 mmx 10 mm ) /N5 43 BR HAE £
Bk, 0.15 mol/L BERRERZE i (PBS ) Hh (X
PSRN ERFREE ) | 0.9% NaCLIFHRFI 5 mol/L JRZE H,
MR IR (O BI5E 3 B rREE ) , 7837 C
M N AT IR SE R . FFAEAN R B B, T

IK BB G PR, ELE K EER S R -1
LRI B KR O, MURZAF TR IR O,
AT
O =W/[W,, Qu=W[W,.

e W0 W, 5353 R 7K BRI 5 B B J I ) o
(g) MWHRIRZES TR (g) 5 W, ik
ANIFIFTELEE T K EER R (g) o
133 4odhRAESE

R BERAE Ah BT REAER T M A, JFE T T4
4R 24 b, SRS FIEITTR AT BB R( £40.003 g ).
R ST - LLAMS GRS IR B B 5 R HEA TRATE

2 HREHR

2.1 PEG/p(AA-co-AM) XM £& 7K &k X 1 RE 4 #
2.1.1 PEG/p(AA-co-AM) K35 i 49 J& 45 M 56

e KBS PEG Hl p(AA-co-AM) P~/ 2%
SERHLN, KBRS IES TR SR, RN AA
AM [ [R] & He ] . PEG 4 2 LA R B fA j 2 0t
IKBEWEHY 17 REHEA T3 0T, SRAE /AN [A] 20 53 XoF K B
R F2APERE RS, A5 3 AR TR 4 1k B Bt iz 1 i
PR FIFERRE UL 2. W& 2a fir7R, 4 AA 5 AM
S LR 301 B, AKEEIE I FE R 50 R 0.73 MPa,
Bl ST ik LU/ )y, R4 BB in , 76 1:3 Bfik 2.42
MPa., MBI 2d ATt , KEERCFERLRE M BP9 0.010
MJI/m® #4115 0.038 MI/m®, #PEREE M 0.28 MPa 1
JnE] 0.74 MPa, JIr LA IRUK B I S £ B A HE R 123
WATIR SIS . PEG &5 &% K BEE O 2 Un & 2b i
7N, 16 PEG il 0.5 g i, HE4Esm ks T
B KAH 6.45 MPa; Wi PEG & PR3N, 7K BEHE
1) 8 P ST R, PRI s e = s N ) AR
fbiash. Kl 2¢ ] LIE 1, /KEERFERIRETE PEG
W ER 0.5 g F, 4 0.22 MI/m’, BlfEREIC, 3
SRR 2 B AR A AR R . X2 i F PEG
BRI A S R A I 28 AC IR AR BN SR %, 4T T K
BERC RIS, {H PEG N AL 20, ST KB
REVACHRMLEIE R, HAFEERCZEAAATL, SRERE
. BT LA E K BEIE it PEG TRINT R 0.5 g0 %
JEPRIE B B K BERE B E R, A&l 2¢ 1 2f
N, BEE FAR & UG I, K BRI 0 R 4 i 2 R
P R [ I B, 7E 65% I IS R M, T 4E 5
JE4 1036 MPa, ik 1.28 MPa, HAERERFA
KATEE TR L5 LR, BE DL Eu iy 1:3
PEG SN 0.5 g, HUATTE 5 Hh 65% 1EA7K
BENS R R AERCE, PEA T IR 2



70 Wom Tk KO %R 2025 4
3 12
3:1;
& z1; & £ 9T
22— = =
2 R R 6}
= 1:2; = 2
g 1r 13, & Ko
= It o3
0 20 20 60 30 20 40 60 30 0 20 40 60 30
JREAEI%% FEAEI%% A%
a) AR BUKER R4 1ERE b) A PEG BME/KEER IR MERE o) AN AR BOKBER MR8 PERE
4 —— 0.05 2.0 - 15 Y
LR _ s fo24 Co R los
EFEHE - 0047 o | EEFEHLEE. T o | EmFEHE. e
g3 £ &£1.5F 018 & £ =
= 0030 2 L g 02 -
H o2 S B 02l B =
% 0.mm Z R 2
= = = = Fos {1E
= 1 001 =05 0.06% = e
=30 20 nl 12 13 701 03 07 09 =35 50 55 60 65
Myp- My PEGIR It iE/g PR /%

d) A [RL A LE A9 A s A e K AR CRE

¢ ) ANIF] PEG #ShE A s s i S AEHIAE

£) AN[) B Ak S A S RERLRE

B 2 KEERRHYE SR e B X R S M A E AN FE AL AL

Fig. 2 Hydrogel compression performance with its corresponding elastic modulus and dissipation energy diagram

2.1.2 PEG/p(AA-co-AM) 7K 3k iz 8 A 4k

X 7K R A TR LIy, 45 3 45 1R A Ak
e SO S5 R LI 3. iRl 3a fif s, REE AA
5 AM Ui b, SRR R i B R, AR
N A TRR RN AR I, 2 AA 5 AM BT R 133
AF, KBRS AR 7 A 3 22 35 0.33 MPa, £ 2 i 45 ik £
T 113%. Wil 3d BoR, AIE KBRS I
0.02 MJ/m’ #4151 0.22 MI/m’, 4N 3b iR, 4 PEG
TRIT RN 0.1 g 4 hn%] 0.5 g I, ZKEEI AT fpas BE

fy 1.02 MPa #2715 1.73 MPa., {HZKE% PEG & &
AT, PR s TR, ARSI PEG
WK EER A BIYE, ATF Y PEG IRt 0.5
g IS K AE 3.45 MI/m® (4nf& 3e fi ) o W 3c
FirR, YA b7 BT LBk 45% B, KBRS B A
(Y 0.29 MPa, A 1 ST LU BRGNS 65% B
TR RIS AL ISR BE 1K 1.82 MPa, 7L 28 4 304%.
IKEE I SR 0.17 MI/m® 3843 3.37 MI/m’
(I 3ERTR) o

04 oE 21 24
0 2:1;
s 0 11; & 14} £ 16f
s 0 1:2; = s
s 13 R 07 o8
£ 0 by 1—‘3
= E =
GE # oo oo
5020 60 80 100 120 075 150 300 350 —08; 100 200 300 400
PR AR %% FHAHNAL /% PR AL %
a) AN K BER A ERE b)) ) PEG BN KB IR IERE o) ANl kS ik BER i i g
03 4 4
T“E 02 'TE 3F 'TE 3F
2 22 22
£ o1t £ £
B st St
0 0 == [
321 1 12 13 01 03 05 _ 07 09 #5055 60 65
my,m, PEGIR N /g Bk 5 L%

d) A [RL A L K BRI B P

e) Al PEG @S /K BEI A B A

£) ANIF AR S K BER R B E

B3 KEERREYRL R BE R X R YR 1%

Fig. 3 Hydrogel tensile properties with its corresponding toughness

22 KERRBIFURSIERES B E M RENIR
TERAE T IR LL . S K A A
XF K BERSHEA TIRER N2k — 0B, HEIEK B

PURSTRETT 5 AR TERE o
221 JRYEEIHHT
XK BEEHEAT T 10 A SR 546 — b st 4 R



55 5 3

b, % R RSN B KB E NS A RIS

71

SEe, FREIAPUR ST TERE-S A K P REI LS5 R

Kl 4 s o

o
>

1.0 0.6
osl —Li—2 —10%;
g =i £ 04f EHied £ 04
Z 06r 7, 3. 2 —40%; =
R g4l —9i —10, R 5l 50%. R
S 04 502 o S 02
g 02 S g
B, H o0 o0
=025 15 30 35 60 -0 15 30 35 50 =02 30 0 %0
RS % WA /% RS 1%
a) 10 YRZETEI I R 4 1 RE b)) AN 48 N AR 19 4 PR RE ¢ ) AT ELIRHE] N A8 75 45 1 RE
0.03 - 0.6 0.04 160
= ] FEIKE P — R
T | i, £ Toos 120 SR
- 0.02 05 - 2 I HEHLE
s R ZE,0l M
< = ;\;0 02 =
= 0.01 04Z & X
gﬁé & giéom— |—|
0 0.3 b= |
3456 7 8910 10 20 30 40 50 30 60 90
PEERUREL AR % H$Tal/s

d) 10 YARIRAIFEHRE S W ELR A [&]

e ) N[l 46 AL P AE HIRE

£) ARSI )R AP R

B4 KEREHLEHTES TS BREMEREMKER

Fig. 4 Test results of fatigue resistance and self-recovery performance of hydrogel compression tests
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