5531 4% 55 3 ) RS ol K& (Ah2sREhi ) Vol.31 No.3
2026 4F- 6 H Journal of Hunan University of Technology ( Social Science Edition ) June 2026

doi:10.20270/j.cnki.1674-117X.2026.3006

MDA BT BB . B ARPTAN S Bl
— A WEEFELZET HHes

#H—M
(FERIIE R Bl R St iiehe, )74 70 510006)

M OE. ETHENERRXT “ELAENMEET LT KAEFH, XPHFRGE A4
TRMBAR, TM “BEFEFILZSE WEALER, TBFARTFA “WEIR” ZIFHI o
AR FEEMOM KT, MEFREERAER, ZERLP, “DEAR KFaREMHIAR.
FIrL Ak R ZIHH LR AR RE, BIaENY AR ZHEIF A KRB S AN
Ak CH AR KA RGEBEAAFENA, MRERT ARG “FEEMR , KB AR
0 AR BT ARZE, IUAFTENANRARGEL, MIRT AREFHECHKIR, F£,
ARYFEAZFZATNS EREL, AERESEFEMAL ARNFTERKRRET RALEUKSE £
URERGE L R

KER. MRZETIN; 2RI S, AR AR, BRESE, “HER” ; “CHEAR
HRES% S B563.1; B83-066 MRS : A XEHRS: 1674-117X(2026)03-0047-08

From Historical Analysis to Theoretical Construction: The Aesthetic Orientation of

Natural Philosophy Centered on the “Controversy over Spinozism”

WETI Yifan
( Institute of Science, Technology and Social Research, South China Normal University, Guangzhou 510006, China )

Abstract: The debate between Jacobi and Mendelssohn over “who is the true Spinozist” centered on the question
of how to interpret nature. By reconstructing the intellectual-historical context of the Spinozism Controversy, this
study reveals a theoretical transition from the objective logic of “physical nature” to the aesthetic understanding of
“psychological nature”, thereby constructing a dual foundational framework in which the two dimensions mutually
ground one another. Within this framework, “physical nature” interprets nature as a progressive, hierarchical order
of relationships among nature, environment, and organisms, pointing to the logical coherence of the objective
material world and shaping nature into an organic whole. Meanwhile, “psychological nature” transforms the
understanding of nature into an aesthetic perspective, forming the subject’s “aesthetic comprehension” of nature
and asserting that nature’s very “imperfection” constitutes its beauty. This approach, which views nature through an
aesthetic lens, defines the core domain of natural aesthetics. The interplay among aesthetics, natural philosophy, and
phenomenological perspectives provide a theoretical paradigm for contemporary ecological aesthetics to reconstruct
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the aesthetic relationship between humanity and nature—one that integrates both objectivity and subjectivity.

Keywords: Spinozism; Pantheism Controversy; natural hierarchy; natural aesthetics; “physical nature”;

“psychological nature”
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