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The Academic Quality of the First Chinese-English Translation of the 7ao Te Ching
and the Shaping of John Chalmers’ Sinologist Identity

WU Bing
( College of Foreign Languages, East China University of Technology, Nanchang 330013, China )

Abstract: In 1868, because of his love for Taoist thought, the missionary John Chalmers published the first
direct Chinese-to-English translation of the 7ao Te Ching. This translation focused on the transmission of Lao
Tzu’s philosophical thoughts and showed distinct academic qualities in many aspects, including the translation
motivation and the selection of the source text, the study of the nature of the source language, and the
translation strategies, methods and effects. Then, Chalmers delved deeper into Chinese culture and made fruitful
achievements in the research of Chinese character structure, dictionary compilation, Chinese history and Taoist
culture, and eventually grew into a Sinologist, realizing the transformation of his identity from missionary to
sinologist.
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CiEfEZ) & B F 1712446 AW, &
% W) S # LR IR 32 U Bk s A% 2 By T
( P. Francisco Noel, 1651—1729) & F W+ T
3o 1823 AL I K 5475 (Jean Pierre Abel
Rémusat, 1788—1832) fEH ( X FE2FI—4&
FAE G B #5ok ) hiliE T CEFEZ ) M5 1.
25, 41, 427, Huhfe B, X GRS
28 ) AT T AR M SRR, TR ARSI AR A R
( Stanislas Aignan Julien, 1797—1873) A~ Ui
sk, BEARET CEfEZ) , IR 1842
FEHRT (BT GEMEZ) . XTEMERS)
( Lao Tseu, Tao-Te-King: be livre de la Voie et de la
Vertu) , i%j& CHTEZ) H—MEEREA, &%
WARDSEZGHE T LA, a0 EATEA
FomEA | R (BT ) IR (4R )
o XA BB A T VR EOMRL LY
B, BT IRE R SR, A Uk
SHEFE, & GHk, BARERRE. KRZEIN
AT TOEAM N e A, OB IEw R
kT CGEfEZ) BN

M ) IEARE G822 ) JEA
MMEAE 77 A T BB . 1868 4F, HLZUH (John
Chalmers, 1825—1899 ) [ (iAfELE ) JiFEA I,
PR FRRE A GEfEZ ) RiEA, (iEk,
AEERKRT CEMEZ) HRIFEAR, R
FEHEITUL, LM SE T 1859 4F, & MARIEILIFA
Bk, MR DUE A BIER, Hizkh
FREIEEM 2 BlifL . #EEH NN, HIEED
DUIFEA I W2 A IEA ) B AE T S
P, REEMEIE A RARA R, AR
IR AR W R IE AR
I w2y PR A A B e CEfEZ ) $2 4t TR,
1 HH S8 HAR X & W ff 22 5 s, o fE— e
BE XA 0 B AR A 15

(i G = o o ST G o) VEC T
MR, (B HETR 898 K 2 98 Ge ik o 540
LB WFEART DB HUERME" MR
OB B, s Bk Y B I R A T |
TR, HE, EFE REER LM,
AT R DB RS g,
RmErEl R CEfEL) JEL, REBWAA
A, ABJRILH B A2 AR . NNt RS ACBR,

IEAIFARRCE AR I AL, ek (A
o) Zn, P ESCl,. ik, T
BT TIRABSE, BORFE, mALH T ML
LRNCAR R B B X W2 GETEZ)
AR T — el B LA I 8 e . TRt
MEEMESC UL, (EREZ ) SR A PR 2w
WAL B 3 1) DU 5 A (e A8 i) AR I A i
&S R BN IERS

—. BAE (BEE) JERFASK

RT3 AR R T A (i A 2
RS IR L, WRZYEAE S 7 E AR
R, MIER LM T T RN 8 GE
g ) JIFAXE R MrEY . R, I
HY R AR, 25 R R AU
HARTM S, YRS A i 2 AR USSR A
TR SCR R YERTFE , BRI | ik 5RO T

WL EE GETEZ) 1 EEELR R E)
L EDCA R GERE A (EER) |, ZEAD
Pri&tn, R, A EURng, HENE
R UL A EEHIE R, i, ELYREIE
B X B RS B 5 R A T

CIETEZ) TR a4 i e TP 1A
[IHRRAS , P BRI A S 23 TR IR AS S [ R
TEPIA AL B Iz A A, YR 2 ik £ 1 iR
AR EAA, AR EmA, X— A
NAEFEA P BAFE S, A i 5T 2N AHR 5
AR Z A —SE W P 22 5, Gl ad SCA X, AT LA
Wi th Al TR IR A . &5, W B AR E
THAT — D EAThRE, R TR R SRR
ERVER, A B XA R AR T2
ISP A BT AR AR, E R
A B AR e Ay HOR DA B2y
ARNIRAR . UK, PIARRATEIE O 7Rk E
WA, ] R FIR AR E . s — Ao
T, CESAC s BRWRAS, BRI R
AN Tg: BRI B, BRI o VR 24 f) 1 SO
By levity he loses his ministers, and by restlessness
he loses his throne! ™. FE40%E =+ &, T4
K BEIA, KFSEREREM; W BN
B, FRE/NR T SRR, LA 5C

J&: Tau, as it is eternal, has no name. But though it
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is insignificant simplicity (so little even as to have no
name) in its primordial simplicity, the world dares not
make a servant of it"”?’, )\ FIRFIER A H, L
RIS T B AA RSO R —2, R a] LA
Wt SR FH ) rh SCIRAS 2] B A

(—) IBEXREERR

W E B CEEZ) B H SR R AR
AT T AR ARIOEGE, bl e T CGaETEZ )
AR EYE . CGEfEZ ) 7R, FARZ .
TERXBETEA T, SRR KA AATI A
W EAARKR BB FATER ), 281 &,
FEEHT DS LA bR, IR R (B T)
A Empy &) Worh 81 5, HEHE
TR, WRANERE, ZHXHIAKR, Eil
ARHTFRE T EAAR, B2 b WER
B kA, I EARITERLME SR A, SR
(e LA 25 1 AR A A Rl MR T 2 ks
1717 2 5 U DA R 2 O F, RIS AR AR
T E A BRI NS iTE 2B
BHES:, AW BT %,

MIBAIFAKRT , fi—IF st GETEZ)
BE AP 7O, BETERNTFRK, W
JI B T Sl A AL AR e o Ao 5 LT
SRR R A AL S AR 1L, 8 T A R
JXF ARG S, 2T HRBHE, &1
“POEMAEET RS, CRTEAN R SUIRAR T
AR AL, S A AN TC AR S5 BRI i

AR S, (R UK AR AR ]
ARG,  CPEE HR” MM AL

i CEEZ) PRl i rhd T DUE 1, HiE
B (BT HFETXIBM F2E . BUG BN R
% ) ( The Speculations on Metaphysics, Polity and
Morality of The Old Philosopher Lau Tsze ) . 12/
Xf P A AR W 7 — TR e o CGETEZ )
EPE PR R I B T AR, ) AR v
T3 He 32 P AR 3 SO RIS B SR B A T
TIh57. WL BN RS R R AR (Frederic
H. Balfour ) #EAR™ A T BRI, /R
HIGFEAES N CGEZROCAK: 831, BuR S REE)
PIASEA 22 PR A BOR AR . 55 B, PY Dy
X BAR P2 AR Z WAL | SRR AR
4 B.( John R. Mabry )i _E717, 24 HIRE 2 L4 )
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SRR TR DA U AR AR e (TR ) M 1E,
YEH W18 IR R I BUB A T H,
Uk, T CIE7, FRATRERBL LS LA e B 4R
BRI TAE, i Z AR AT RS AN L B
s (Matthew Fox ) ZEZBF 5 P, “E” 7©
WRRME, HRVEEP “WE” (Godhead ) 251U,
oA “frE” 5 17— REEER . TR
FRB A BT G BT AT B ) ) 24 AT 3K
FERIfRRE, HEARBTER o F5 R 44 DL 80
PRV LIS 2 0 AR 32 SRS B LR
WP CETEZ ) BRE LA =M%, X7
JEXMERERT BT,

AN, WA GEAEL ) P2E SO
FEXTE 7 AR A SRR R RN B X —
IR UL T b x) % 1 AR S A ERR TR . 2T
B R, MAMY 2, ZEME, “fliE T
AFHIE . BURTE A IE A —IR R .
MARA E3t, I —fih R, ek
TFEFX ARAMRAMEME R, ZTFEEDY
B, B “HER AR CTCRMEARNT <k
KT S, TR G X H AR TR EE I 2 A
KR, AMLangt, ZFi—2% O AR
S ] A HESE B T8 AT IR LA Za
BRETCIEARE 87, nTRAUE, ARIEMEREET
AR — A RAE N . JEZ T IR A -

EZTANABRPHRREYWEBHE, FANF
¥, R AR, SR T E A T g X H T A
T smtd, BAR A LK FIFEGE? —FR KM,
SR IS T Fam, RXFEFBOMMN (F 76
F), BRAEALLEZAZH, IRAKTF
MONERERTADT, RHFTAEFI A4
AR — AR AFALF Z I, EREHR
KA, e RARBK A E R A P

1B CIEREZ ) BRRMPIEE , WLy X
SR E B SR RS, REMRE A X
R BRI AR ST 530 SR, G R E
AR, BERRPT AR, X AUBMERE T 5,

(Z) BFREE. AESHRE

DA eSO i B s, WER2 i i R R R g
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B RRIE, RIS FEASZ TR AL B RO AT T,
RATRER B AR S TR . HE208 R



Rk GEEZ) B DEEFEAR M AR S A AR S R

SRS FN e BB T HON 22 R s, £
LUNEET=

1 RECAEE

RSO T B2 feit e (GEfEZ ) B
BhRsFEefEEEN, IFELSET MR
FAVR A E S, R R A A A T
5 IYRE S XA A b AT DO R SR AR
WM. ET . SRR RTE S, kA PR E SR
/) B SOGB4 553 T 245 13 SIS 8 iy oA B PRI X

B, -3 U0, AaRMZG, B, 40
ZHEE ) REA A T AFadE CR/T 7 Y
A B — e ) VB e R R < T
A7, MREEPE T “RA7A (Non-existence ) ” I “17
£ (Existence ) 7 . fEE T AEAEE, 7
IR RS . T R—Y), MEYER. HYE
RER BT AR, 2 BTN SEE /T A7
e, IFH “fAETET, T AT A
DIFAR R “A7, L T8 ANRESERF “nothing” o
P h Y existence A — 5 B the state or fact of
being real or of being present, IXFEIRKFEEE o] DA
BT A7 7 A, 2y #
PERIERRIERE T REARER D, 530N
RSB

THh, TERIE BT B, AR AR T A
FEAS SCE Rp, X TR Al iR
I ) “the Way” “Reason” Fil “the Word ( the
Logos) ” o HIA MM A, “the Way” 5

“GET MR R, HUEADRBIE 1T AR
Bk Fymie, WMEEAR, b HAJLEFT L
H “way” , FoRSLAFHIER; H “Reason” N2
BAARAREN FWEIR, X5 1B AT
AR 1B L HEXT YR B —Fh
BEFIR” ( SRTFZEEAT ), HIRMER S “E”
5 “the Word( the Logos )” REAG /il UAZEEZ AL
W, A TR, Moo R, B il
R “Tau” .

H BRI, WA PR TEARE R T 7
SRS SUAR N Z 2 TN E, SRR 22
A BT B B AR R L SE s SRR
PR A o

2. IR EE Y F

RERET LRI R CETEZ ) BE

BT FEUEA TR, B R R T
TR, R NEIEEER, . X
FI T SCARTE AR ERVE R | B SOCHRESS |
T TR R R L B P S5 [

QEfEZ ) HRNTH . “BHAILZIB L.
ZHZ TR R, Adafr, I g, 7
RN TR R o B T RN
JE AT LI s G , ede Kb AT,
MTCENA WA R . L2yl " %0 “The
production of material forms” , #f: T H “# &
S AT o T 2R R X T A ) 1) TR S

“The Spirit (like the perennial spring) of the valley
never dies. This (spirit) I call the Abyss-Mother. The
passage of the Abyss-Mother I call the root of heaven
and earth. 7 " XA FEPE X4 AEA K
BTN, iy Rz A
wEERIE AN TIESATEN ™ 2, Kt
XEE T ONRER O EESUARRY (17, TN
LB AT CTEIE” o IS “the
passage of the Abyss-Mother” HJLRE/EAZ 2|l %o ] 5C
FiRY TR AP 26 495 1 1) T T 2 A AR AR R BT B
N SORSE SRS HIR R B

IR L& ek T “HeSAHE,
THEASNHE, RS AT, JhIS M4 A0
KA, MERZITSNTY . 7 BT AEARP ER
U Z R GARAEE, FIANIZARA D
AIRCEE . MREAS T 15, LR TR N3,
Ith ARG A NGO KRAE” Bl A “The five tastes will
spoil aman’ s mouth. Riding and hunting will drive a
man mad. "' ZIFESCESIE S, Horb “spoil Al “ drive
one mad” MPERARAFHLR L 1 AKEE 1Y fi T FIAC 220
R £5.

3. iBEI A

DR A AR SR BRI R SCAR Y 22 57, T
BRSPS BT SR B AT U AR B
Bk, DARS B S IUSOAR R, F AR SO b |
SRR T SCHG AN BTMEE SCHE b

(1) Sefbsirb. BABERFER LTS “X
WA, U2’ whgixt “2am” $iir T
Ak B RN, Ath B 3F SC S “They regard all exiting
beings as sacrificial grass-dogs (figures of grass made
for a temporary purpose).” " S T jBE s Al BE 17 1E

47



IS Tl Rl (R BhAhi)

2025 4E5F 2 Y

AR R M BN LA, TR 2T AN A IR ST s T
“sacrificial” , WIEIN THES NN E, Fh IR
RS AL SO A SRR A0 FH 2
(2) filREETE SOEHh, TESE ST “BAIRTE,
RWZAL” N T UL A MRYRE R, 2
T AEREETE SCIG A, A PESCIE “The Spirit (like
the perennial spring) of the valley never dies. This
(spirit) I call the Abyss-Mother.” " A/, AR
B RS, HZARNET R, AEEE
HAEAHUS SIS, FRULA It “ pumt
AWRRIR” , XARETUR, mEFEEHC
AR BRI TR, QIR Ab oy 1% SCHY B 132 e T i
AR b
(3) JEGUIETR O, 4 1 1R A 3
fErde, (TR CRIBT, WEZYRIE R T % BUPETR
BRI B, S EE R s UK E,
TRAZ. Rk, SRimEZ. Hik, Rz, HiK,
Bz FARE, ANER. K2 HRE, Tl
FE, AlEE AR T HEF A%
J&: “How cautious they (the ancient sages) were
in weighing their words! When they had completed
a meritorious work, and affairs were prosperous,
the people all (unconscious) said, ‘We are just as
PR A, REWINT
“unconscious” , ¥4 &M i) Ak 1% A 5 T SCHR A
—3, REFHRPTEX N “HEAR” M Tl
AR oG ISR A Trh, AMTIANZ RIS
AR S XAMIGAMB LT & A
NEART MBIE, fryECE “All (other) men
have (enough and) to spare” ™", ZaJHH) AN
TSR BRAF R “PIAT N7, sl R SCHY T it
TERE SCEE , PRI B “ AR N7 B IZ R 1R
ZAMR RN PEE I ALTE AN JE S (other)”
PR T RIS SO SCAR DM HE B
4. TP iR
PR RRE R B . TR 2R I R e A
S A, HJE MRS SRR, ik HE
TR SORPEAT P 2 AR 52 3 B 00T 9 A 1 i
Z )i,
Ben, (GEfEz)$FT%H TS NEHE,
TEASANEE, RS AN, I EATEM N
COURLF O, WODRE R T T, WA RE

we are naturally.’
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Oy ABETHIK, Mo, FRFEG” Y. 854
b2 MBS (#0) FeA AR R 230, £

SRR CREL HL HL L, BRI,
AL, UG AR, SHE. #. &I

W B ERIh “HEA” S TamsG %, 5
ATEAE S, AR, NS 57 .
T 55 ) g R A SRR AE S T E VA B AR BORRA SR ARAE
WZNEY, WBEER Pl “LUERE” o Y
Y IE PRI -

eyes blind. The five sounds will make a man’s ears
(s

“The five colours will make a man’s

deaf. The five tastes will spoil a man’s mouth. ”
WA PR SO T B R AR, A hd s
JEAECR S —B, LTS = A/ Vi) ik ] “spoil”
—in], KRB ZRETAER . B DA,
UL TSR E A AT R
Y5, AT RAZ LUX R OT R,
BB AW BN ERRE N, X ik H AR AT
FRIAARA, W R i HRER AR R,

—. BHEE. MEBLTRINER

1852 4, EAIMAREA L, WNH27 4,
BN — 250, A TR TR AE 2 LA (R
iFe ., zRhiEs2IR, IAFW, T
PHE A E e e B e, [ S0 AR L],
S PIp B PRAE 2 5 B EARI T AR, R iR |
222D 1859 4F, kb N L T UL S,
JEITM A Z2AE, 1879 4R I, 1R Ui AR
KRR ASEFEB T 2FS Y, i F%hE
SCARHER, e v E SO il b, S BT R A
FFiE A C B BT B (EAELE ) WIEFEASL,
MR e T M B | DTSSR SY . R E D SRS
FIE G AT 92 56 7 TS T F AR pR, &
AR — RIS . DA T R AR R A
LURN AT

(—) XFEEHR

BT DOES T2, WAmEANR T
CUiscis ) CREERSL ) (UiSGaEIIER ) %
FEBX DTS B E BT, ARy, — 2R
B AT, VIRFRR B R KPR
] LR AL B T DL Al U 1882 4, fth7E
BT AT a5 & 2 (b ESCY 2 45
¥J ) (An Account of the Structure of Chinese
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Characters ) o MTEIZA ) 3 24T 552 A L
DM ERIEAR N FI, Wl R r i M
(‘primitive roots ) o MLIAN, FFA ICFHE7E
XSE R B MR SRz BRI &Rk
o CRESCFZE5H ) B R IR TS,
A IEIR LOCH M K G IR F (compound forms
by association of ideas ) Fl X 2% 7 5% ( subordinate
phonetics ) ", T fFIFE IR BRI T2 ST FE
FRAEEI, SPOREF BemE M, iR
H CULSCARF ) 19 540 D8R E, G4k 300 MRS,
Hr 230 A5 (UL ) #AIE, 550 70 DA
FEET “OSTUT —Gh E SR R, W2
NP7 4548 1) 43 S RN g Ay e B 2 A TP .
) Bf 0 B A, BRHEAS AE DS S B W F 50
YA — s, X AR AT A 19 i
20 B L2 9 U LA R i A

(Z) FHRE

YERE BT R EE S, (FEEFH) 2
PO N HDGENEE TR, SReGH LR
FONRE] T — i, 87 (BRI ) BAU@idE:,
1877 4%, W2y w5 B 0 O N E AR DU 19
B, iR T (REEREMAREL)  (The Concise
Dictionary on the Basis of Kanghi ) . {278 H
XPIF R BRI B R, At
— AR 1000 Z AR FRITR T M SR 5 8
FICRAICHE, B e8] T (RERS L) g
ZEM 214 NMEZT, IR ER AR H AR
W2 A RE RS U, 2y R B 7 gt
2t ) DA B 0 58 A1) A = e A8 R R 52 F A
DU, AR TEAME K ( Gablentz ) BEEE:  “X)
THRLE TG Sk — 204 i A O S0 2 A AR A
Rt , X M IC B S By, 7 U R AE RS (B
H. Parker, 1849—1926) WX 2y H 4k )7
R THE: “XPOrikBe LS 2 B X DT A )
TRAE KRR — A B RIEE . Wl 214 FE g HE
P L — AN AN PR b2z 2 AR SE I, SRARME T %
XGRS R, 7

(=) PEFEHAR

B TR TR ABGE, 2t v = 89 s
FHASAWA BLIRA MBS . 1868 4, b i iR Y
CH YRR ) ( The Origin of The Chinese ) —1i3l
SRS RIS o B ek T AR R TR

LA R AR A Bl e, Mk, F
Ny s B B SR RN Ay ()4 5 325 8 1 R AR R 1Y
B, HJR A — 28y st B AT AR 38 R Sk
A JIuEdE, tein PSR (fables) AT AR
T AT R SCF T B — i iR
Pho HR, A b T E S AL B E S
O T E T — e, BNTERSEFER AR
K7, IR HEA S E SRR EA” (God of
Heaven ) . &R0 T F E XS H H R IR H R
YIMSEFE, XTH T A R AL, DL E
WP RO E S, LLAnBARIRH . SRR RN RR A A
R, fsrdr 7TI0E DERRES, i TR
MR e s . Horh, AR, Al .
a7 300 MDLFRH AN R ERT IER, ORI
KGR A RIESFERMERINE. &5,
B T R AE AR AT E B ETEE, BRT
JEACHTE “FpE” (the Middle Kingdom ) 5 H:At:
HE (AR, ma. Pk, ek peir ™ R
TR G R R IER, (HIL R B 5T
A RFATRAE T — Al A 3y 1=,

(M) ERILHAR

AR RGN TIEFE A, XA Bt
TEHK S GEFK ) (Tauism ) B, 18724, (+#
S ) 55 TUHAFIE T i ZOF e iRk GEZ ) |
T TR AR T E RS —&F, D
K JEA RGN F-, (A 455 v [ 7 5 0 &k e 5t
WR THEH MR, BRSREZH. Hidfs
FEAH OGS R NS B A B, Rl 2Eed 1 g
SCIRRRT LG, SR B SO LA R A o HAARTG,
LA VUT R Ho—, RAE ST s,
m T IR P SCAR AR YR . R Y R R
oA CEEZ) . B MR
RME S, S0 = — A SRR (Trinity ) AL
B, WHENHARKAR I il CGEfEL )
B tEpRTIIELE (R&) PN
LT, AP AR IEA L, 74
AR, HP AR B Em. L=, RH
B A A, R T EZEENR S T
XPEE T ALFAE R A, OBl i AR
NS XA PNEET S B, AL
SR, T AR R B T Ay AT
('speculative ) ¢, I HiBE K BRSNS
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EESHEAR. K=, "G T 2T BN
PEJT . IRATEIA N E T BA SRR, AR,
by AR HA e, AR — e . 271
RECRE X XM 5 R 5 B S AE N, HoA s
R RS AR T 24 B 0 T 5 SEUAEL 1Y S A
W TRZ], e 17X (iRl ) RR (S EE, X
N AR AANEBE T XA

gibnl L, el CGEMER) SEAEZTT
TR B A B A 2 R, SRAE T — AR I
FROVNKET . MfE, MW7E7Flgm%s. s
FIBIFSE . P g SRS RO 2 SCAR IR 25 T 1T H
A FRTRR , R HDUA SRR B 45 R
MBI R, HAHIIMT ARSI E
Y. DA ROMIL CIERZE ) JoiAS BT B A Al kR
AR, WIAHER R

seAt e PRI, e e A, R
il R S S0 E, AT TR R EE S
SCAL R A MBS . el e, HDGER SR
RSB I, g Sctext U RUE A, A
AL 2 AN BT i, S, Al R i —
L AR R KB R, R Ak
FER SR AEE DU R T T E 1
DA, JUHGR ARSI BRI FE RN 3E 22 28
CEfEZ) B, XE I T EHRIZRIRN

HAMREEH L AERETHR MBS
BEFEIS, L AR — IR R T S L
e SRR, X E TR A IROE . SR
B RETIAAE LRI 1. 58 E, A 2R
Pz ARSI CGEREL) SeiFAR AR S i
Pefe. —J5 T, A A% i BEARRE 1, o
RIFATE SGEWA 1L 7 —Jrih, fdRF 1L
NABIFANIEAR AR, Femidigs “LIEe” 1
NP RE S, RS RBE TP e B
X— VIt , PRI T HIRE DA R S R TR
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