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Analyzing Aposiopesis in Hong Lou Meng and Its Translation by D. Hawkes
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( School of International Studies, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310058, China )

Abstract: This paper aims to analyze aposiopesis, a kind of rhetorical device, in Hong Lou Meng and David
Hawkes’ corresponding English translations. It is found that Hawkes has adopted the strategies of faithfulness and
flexibility to realize most of the aposiopesis in Hong Lou Meng and his translations have almost the same esthetic
functions, such as shaping the image of characters, expressing their feelings, describing specific scenes vividly,
and enhancing the implicitness of expression. In addition, Hawkes’ unusual sensitivity to rhetorical and linguistic
beauty enables him to make best use of some characteristics of English and thus make some of his translations
even more appropriate than the original, which might shed some light on future translations of Chinese literary
works.
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said Bao-yu.

‘How can you expect me to believe that?’
‘The tears are still wet on your face.
You should learn to take things a bit easier. It is bad
for a person who has so much illness to be constantly
indulging in grief. If you end up by undermining your
health, I—" [°F®
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7 PF: ..then, seeing him almost purple in the face
with suppressed emotion, she clenched her teeth,
pointed her finger at him, and, with an indignant

‘Hmn!’ , stabbed the air quite savagely a few inches
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away from his forehead: / ‘You—!" """
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ZE7%. Bao-chai was relieved to see him with his

eyes open and talking again. She shook her head sadly.

‘If you had listened to what one said, this would
never have happened. Everyone is so upset now. It
isn” t only Grandmother and Lady Wang, you know.
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Wan. ‘This is the ringleader who sets everyone else

‘Did you hear that, all of you?’ said Li

laughing and misbehaving, yet she has the effrontery
to blame me for starting it all! Oh, I could—! Well,
all T can say is that I hope when you marry you have
a real Tartar for a mother-in-law and lots of nasty
sisters-in-law with tongues as sharp as yours. It will

serve you right!” !*"
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“—and then

V. “Ah yes, you see, madam, the other Mrs
Lian—" /Joker suddenly realized what he had said

and dealt himself a slap across the mouth. Xi-feng
laughed in spite of herself and the maids to right and
left of her puckered up their faces and giggled. Joker
thought for a bit. / ‘The elder of Mrs Zhen’ s two
sisters—’ / ‘Yes, yes,’ ‘Get on
with it! What about her?” "

B BEMTEEC AR R F S WX GE T, b
A& Hl HE T T Y BE 0 /N 2% L. 2% L
YL E) AP LMEE — A, DU B Ul s —
F—", RUHMGE: e RS, b
SEARAE— 1T R ge s sy 7 Fir DL b 2% L3563

CTWRE ML A CAT TR, EBECh IRER
WSk F—" o XPILBAT SR Z BN, 265
— AR AR BRI, 2B AR TR,
PE) “the other Mrs Lian—"" LA} “The elder of Mrs
Zhen’ s two sisters—" AR T SCABEIEE, [A)
FEIE AL T I R . BSOS R C
Fofhly, FEPILMEE 55, ULR B L
A" AW, EUCE ARUR T,
BN
the new mistress—er, the other Mrs Lian, and Master
Rong, he said, joking-like—" HL[RFE B0 T )5 SCHY
BB, AR R, ST IR B BB X 2
TRURBE— A5, B ZAF R, MR —
o 7 W B Bk I, ¥ 5 BT B 100 58 B RUAE 4T Wi
T, EVFER) “AllT’ m asking you to do is say a few
words for me—and even for that you want to charge!
No wonder you and I—"" [AJ#FEFREL 1 5 SCAY B,
RORMAEE

(Z) ZEAEH
(6) RVHH A4, Aridi s
PRI ) —— 11

FE1¥: Xi-feng was shocked. /' ‘Good gracious,
9’ [13]603

said Xi-feng.

...and the master said how much he admired

Ui,

woman! Are you—

BB JRHT SRR AP TP I5F, - 385 PR FE A
EIRERN S 7 BRRUANE SRR A R B,
A, WEBRZ U, S 76y
W EBAFERRGISE, CHUF T -, E
FW ERAE TR —EE” o J5SCR 7 W Bk
Jit, LA BR XU RR TR A F B A T R 20 1
BN “Are you—?" TEIE SLJZTH R SCHE RS
B, BEBERH SERCR M E I B . S, s

13



IS Tl Rl (R BhAhi)

2024 FE55 6

RO WS, HKOK—" , HERER LBk
RAROR , FSCBAYIEN “Are you cra—" , F|
FHYE BRI - REH A B RFIESE crazy £ IEEAEURT
XA BFEDUE B R —Fp ek, e T
N (7) st Fris o Sl R B R
AL, LARAE " MR, %
RGBS BT BTN T, #2184 “However
great the skill with which this is done, the results are
never quite...” o JEICHD “ZORNMET ULSE T, B
X BB EAXT SRR, EPEF ) “the results are
never quite...” Ht/>— MBI, AR TEOLE
B G, BT, A OB SE R, Bk
It P o S R RAE AL ] IR
(D¥Rk—F, WETE, BEMgE: “if!

FATHREME, JFORE X MR A —" Wi
B iy O, MAEOMEE, K-, Ad
S

#1%: But on looking up she saw that it was Bao-
yu. / ‘Pshaw!’ she said crossly to herself. ‘I
thought it was another girl, but all the time it was that
cruel, hate—’ / ‘Hateful’ she had been going to
say, but clapped her mouth shut before uttering it. She

sighed instead and began to walk away' ",
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BE1E: ‘Ifever, in the days to come, I prove unfaithful
or betray this secret to another, may Heaven and Earth
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BEPF: Patience, who had in her hand a crab richly
‘yolk’ that she had just finished
shelling, held it up when she heard this jibe and
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advanced on Amber, intending to smear her face with
it. /' ‘You nasty, spiteful little creature!’ she said,
both laughing and indignant. ‘1" 11— """
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