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A Study on the “Three Transformations” of Wang Rongpei’s Translation of

Chinese Classics into English

ZHAO Changjiang
( School of Foreign Languages, Xizang Minzu University, Xianyang 712082, China )

Abstract: Wang Rongpei, an expert in translating Chinese classics into English, translated Laozi and Zhuangzi
from a literary perspective, making Taoist classics literary, and a good reception effect has been achieved. He
translated traditional Chinese literary works into contemporary English, making Chinese literature contemporary
and showcasing its charm. He borrowed traditional Chinese philosophical theories and painting ones to propose
the retranslation concept that “being translatable is not an eternal translation” and the translation standard of
“conveying spirit and ideas”, enriching the theory of translating Chinese classics into English and the research of
traditional Chinese translation theory. Wang Rongpei’s “three transformations” has contributed to the practical and
theoretical researches of English translation of Chinese classics, as well as the internationalization of traditional
Chinese culture.
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Tao can be defined as “Tao” ,

But it is not the eternal Tao;

Names can be used for its name,

But they do not give the eternal name.

The nameless Tao is the origin of all things.

The named Tao is the mother of all things'".
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From Tao comes oneness;

name F1

From oneness comes the duality of yin and yang;

From duality comes the equilibrium of yin and
yang;

From equilibrium comes all things under

heaven!'4115
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Tao gives birth to the unified thing (One),
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The One splits itself into two opposite aspects
(Two),

The Two gives birth to another (Three),

The newborn Third produces a myriad of things".
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Webbed toes and double fingers come from
nature, but they are additions to man’s integrity.
Warts and tumours grow out of human body, but they
are unnatural additions. The superfluous humaneness
and righteousness are much propagated and are even
compared to the five internal organs, but they are not
the right approaches to Tao and virtue. Therefore,
the web between the toes is but a piece of useless
flesh; the appendage to the hand is but a useless
finger. The excessive addition to the human nature—
the superfluous application of humaneness and
righteousness—is but an abuse of the auditory and

.. 3]146-147
visionary power"’ .
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McClatchie, 1813—1885), ¥ 44 J& A Translation of
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The gian hexagram (the symbol of heaven)
predicates the supremacy, success, potentiality and
perseverance.

—1. The dragon is lying in wait.

The time for action is not ripe.

—2. The dragon appears in the fields.

It is time for the great man to emerge from
obscurity.

—3. The gentleman strives hard all day long.

He is vigilant even at nighttime.
By so doing, he will be safe in times of danger.

—4. The dragon will either soar to the sky

Or remain in the deep.
There is nothing to blame in either case.

—5. The dragon is flying in the sky.

It is time for the great man to come to the fore.

—6. The dragon has soared to the zenith.

It will regret sooner or later.

—77. None of the dragons claims to be the chief.

It is a sign of good omen"’.
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Although I long to wed and get a post,

I Liu Mengmei will never make a boast.

For fear that beauty fades away too soon,

I seem to sit on pins and needles

And cry for the moon .
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The flowers glitter in the air,

Around the wells and walls deserted here and
there.

Where is the “pleasant day and pretty night” ?

Who can enjoy “contentment and delight” '***
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My house is built amid the world of men,

Yet with no sound and fury do I ken.

To tell you how I can keep deaf and blind,

Any place is calm for a peaceful mind.

I pluck hedge-side chrysanthemums with pleasure

And see the tranquil Southern Mount in leisure.

The evening haze enshrouds it in fine weather

While flocks of birds are flying home together.

The view provides some veritable truth,

But my defining words seem to me uncouth”.
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Prithee

Prithee, my dear sweet heart,

Do not climb into our yard,

Nor break the willow branch!

It’ s not for the branch I care;

My parents are o’ ver there!

You are deep in my heart,

But what my parents say

[10]137

Will worry me all day
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