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Transcending the Binary Opposition of Good and Evil:

The Dialogue of Values in Vasconselos

YT Jiexin, PENG Dan
( College of Foreign Languages, Hunan University of Technology, Zhuzhou 412007, China )

Abstract: JVasconselos, a colonial expedition romance published by the American Southern writer William
Gilmore Simms in 1853, is a book with postcolonial orientations. By probing into the ambiguous binary opposition
of good and evil and the characterization in the book and applying the reinterpretation of ethics and morality by
Nietzsche, the conflicts of the stances between the protagonist Philip and the antagonist De Soto, represented as
the dialogue of values between the colonized and colonizer, can be interpreted as a cultural code of the mechanism
of the power manipulation between the subject and the other. In the light of Fredric Jameson’s “political
unconscious” , this binary opposition between and evil is also represented as the contradiction of ideologemes,
or value systems in a concrete historical context and in the form of moral dilemma with ambiguities. Thus, it

becomes a code for the author to conceal his postcolonial impulses and a powerful instrument to polemicize

Y HEA. 2023-03-05

EeWB.: EZEHREETE P S E p A LR AR SR (22BWW037) 5 WM& HETEATE “PHiRxt
N AT S R R REFST” (22A0388)

EE® N S0 (1980—) , I3, WIEHRMN, 1R Tol RA=abim, 191, DRy i 0 5 3cie . S0 VAR a0 5 S8 (R S0
2 (1999—) , Zr, WimatRMA, W Lol RS L REsE A, BIFE i S AMEl S 5 S0

50



S, & Fh RGN

CEMIB= T ) A E T

implicitly for the American Indians.

Keywords: JVasconselos; binary opposition between good and evil; mechanism of power manipulation;

ideologeme; moral dilemma
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