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The Character, Style and Cultural Significance of China’s Ancient Sanqu for
Appreciating Ugliness
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(1. College of Literature and Journalism, Hunan University of Technology, Zhuzhou 412007, China,
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Abstract: Sanqu for appreciating ugliness is a unique literary genre in the history of Chinese literature. It takes
ugliness as the object and vulgarity as the style, presenting a unique literary appearance. The ancient Sanqu for
appreciating ugliness mainly expresses the ugliness of external form and the ugliness of moral character, and is
characterized by three features: secularity, humor and satire. It also has three dimensions of cultural significance,
i.e., it presents a panoramic view of human feelings and real situation of the bottom society, inherits and carries
forward the culture of ugliness in ancient China, and contains a unique Chinese cultural connotation.
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