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From Information Channel to Strategic Resource:

Functional Upgrade of Starlink Satellite Network in Russia-Ukraine Conflict

HE Kang', ZHANG Hongzhong’

(1. School of Humanities and Communication, Ningbo University, Ningbo 315000, China;
(2. School of Journalism and Communication, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100088, China )

Abstract: Since 2021, the Starlink of SpaceX, an American space exploration company, has entered the stage
of rapid deployment. It was put into use in the Russian-Ukrainian conflict that broke out in February 2022, and
became Ukrain’s information lifeline, playing an extremely important role in diplomatic propaganda, daily civilian
use and military operations. From the practical application analysis of Starlink, the satellite Internet has become
an important strategic resource from information channel, which extends the real battlefield to cyberspace, and its
deployment is related to many factors such as politics, commerce and military affairs.
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