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The Puzzle Narrative Characteristics and Artistic Value of Christopher Nolan’s

Science Fiction Films

CHEN Xianggian, LONG Yue
( College of Film, Hunan University of Technology, Zhuzhou Hunan 412007, China )

Abstract: British film director Christopher Nolan’s science fiction film puzzle narrative, as a unique film
narrative method, promotes the diversified presentation and personalized expression of films to a certain extent;
This narrative mode has remarkable characteristics, and the narrative maze constructed by multiple narrative
techniques, such as limited perspective, different dimensional time and space, and reshaping of the subject
identity, has brought a new experience of “defamiliarization” viewing experience to the audience. With profound
philosophical thinking and persistent truth seeking, his films present the mapping of real society and the reflection
of culture through telling puzzle stories in personalized audio-visual language, which is undoubtedly a bold
attempt of complex narrative in film and may give some enlightenment to the director who are exploring a new
path of film creation.
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