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On the Image of Africa in Ernest Hemingway’ s Works

WANG Lingxia, SONG Defa

( College of Literature and Journalism, Xiangtan University, Xiangtan Hunan 411105, China )

Abstract: Africa is the place that Hemingway loved. From longing for Africa to two trips to Africa, he has
successively created diverse and contradictory images of Africa, which are actually reorganized from filtered
African elements. Changes in society and times, as well as changes in individual identity, ideology, and writing
perspective, determine the continuous evolution of the image of Africa in Hemingway’s works. The separation
between the intentional choice of self-identity and the potential influence of collective consciousness presupposes
the different nature of the African image, making it full of contradictions between utopianization and ideology.
Traveling and writing in Africa not only witnesses Hemingway s life course, the potential contradictions of his
ideology and his reflection and reconstruction of his cultural identity, but also reflects his concern for the survival
plight of modern human beings and the spiritual world.
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