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Americanness and Indianness in William Gilmore Simms’s Colonial Romances

YI Jiexin, PENG Ying
( College of Foreign Languages, Hunan University of Technology, Zhuzhou Hunan 412007, China )

Abstract: The colonial romances of the Southern writer William Gilmore Simms embody the Americanness with
racial tolerance and a comparatively authentic Indianness instead of Americanism with strong racist overtones.
Simms represents the mutual influence and interaction of Americanness and Indianness through the relationship
between the white people and the Native Americans. Under his prospective and romantic writing, Americanness
erodes Indianness on one hand and the two coexists with each other on the other, which becomes an useful
exploration for the writer to construct an ideal social order in America.
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