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Stories of Love Between Human Beings and Immortals in the Supernatural Tales

Before Tang Dynasty and Taoist Preaching of Fairies of Shangqing Sect

XU Shengnan
( School of Literature , Jiangsu University , Zhenjiang Jiangsu 212013, China )

Abstract: The love between human beings and immortals in supernatural tales before Tang Dynasty are mainly
based on the female immortals and male human, which can be divided into two types: the encounter between
human beings and immortals and the arrival of fairies. The type of meeting between human beings and immortals
mostly focuses on emotional pleasure, while the type of the arrival of fairies has a strong Taoist cultural colour,
which is closely related to the Taoist preaching of Shangqing Sect in the Six Dynasties. Influenced by Taoist
culture, there is a contradiction between secularization and sanctification in the story of fairy love in the novels.
This contradiction is determined by the development path of Taoist love story, which originates from and returns
to the secular world. It comes into being with Taoist worship and transformation of female immortals, and finally
dissolves with Taoist secularization.
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