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Evolution of the Theory of the Relationship Between Literature and Politics with
Chinese Characteristics Since the Founding of the People’s Republic of China

MU Fanglei
( College of Liberal Arts, Hunan Normal University, Changsha 410081, China )

Abstract: The theory of the relationship between literature and politics is an important issue in the literary theory
with Chinese characteristics. Since the founding of the People’ s Republic of China, the theory of the relationship
between literature and politics has gone through a process of evolution from emphasizing the subordination of
literature to insisting that literature alienates politics, and then to advocating the mutual infiltration of literature
and politics. There are three reasons for this change: the transformation of Chinese contemporary social structure,
the change of literary acceptance and creation practice, and the renewal of literary theory resources and research
paradigm. The experience of the evolution of the theory of the relationship between literature and politics since
the founding of the People’ s Republic of China shows that the development of the theory of literature with
Chinese characteristics should echo the transformation of social structure, absorb diversified theoretical resources,
and conform to literary creation and acceptance practice. In the history of Chinese contemporary literary theory,

the narrow-minded views on the relationship between politics and literature are mainly manifested in two aspects:

i BE: 2020-03-09
BEEWE: HFHERFEESTERIHE o EEr O SCFES AT L 55315% " (18ZDA278)
EERN: RhE (1984—) , T, TN, BIRRIEICAPRIN, 4, AR S0m, #F5505 o SCE 2.
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subordinating literature to politics and separating literature from politics. The above-mentioned prejudice can

be overcome by breaking away from the binary opposition between politics and literature and refreshing the

understanding of the concept of “politics” .

Keywords: literary theory with Chinese characteristics; literature; politics; social structure; literary creation;

binary opposition
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