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Petty Bourgeois Sentiment in Modern Chinese Literature

ZHENG Jian, ZHANG Xin
( College of Literature and Journalism, Hunan University of Technology, Zhuzhou Hunan 412007, China )

Abstract: The sentiment of petty bourgeoisie is one of the topic with frequent occurrence in Chinese modern
literature. It includes elements like narration, image, emotion, atmosphere, and utterance, which are closely related
to the cultural segments of class and grade. The sentiment of petty bourgeoisie in China originated from the
May Fourth New Culture Movement and the literature of the May Fourth Movement. In various texts, it formed
a specific symbol system with a series of elements. Lu Xun’s works have a very important relationship with
petty bourgeois sentiment, while those of Qu Qiubai, Zhu Ziqing and others embody the different dimensions of
political culture of petty bourgeois sentiment.

Keywords: Chinese modern literature; the sentiment of petty bourgeoisie; petty bourgeois writers; May Fourth
New Culture Movement; LU Xun
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