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Possibility of “Duplicating” Cao Xueqin:

Comment on Yan Zhen’s Novel Above Living

ZHU Yifan
( College of Literature, Zhengzhou University, Zhengzhou 450001, China )

Abstract: Yan Zhen’s novel Above Living explores the dilemma of modern intellectuals in the context of
market economy. On the one hand, the “sage cultural image group” represented by Cao Xueqin promotes
the protagonist Nie Zhiyuan to explore the ultimate meaning and value of life; On the other hand, the worldly
philosophy of survival also forces Nie Zhiyuan to live up to the needs of the present world. Being content with

“living” or pursuing the sublimity of “above living” has become a problem that modern intellectuals
represented by Nie Zhiyuan need to solve in their lifetime. The development of science and technology in the big
data age makes it not difficult for others to comprehend the noble spirit of the saints; In the traditional sense, the
way that devotes your lifelong energy to write a book and win immortal fame has been transformed into a way

to make your thoughts emulated by others by modern social tools. Allowing others to “copy” your thoughts

Wi HE: 2019-07-08
BEEWH: MEEAFTHAIESIH b AGE R A9 20 i /g KA /NS RIVER 5" (2019-ZDJH-711)
EEBN: K—L (1989—) , L, WEFHHA, MK, -k, OF78 0 m b E B (S IHERERR ) .

15



IS Tl Rl (R BhAhi)

2019 455 5 W) (B 130 3))

on a large scale and gain eternal life no longer means the hardships or poverty of living in the world, and the

harmonious opposition between “living” and “above living” becomes possible.

Keywords: Above Living; modern intellectuals; spiritual dilemma; Cao Xueqin; lofty spirit; market economy;

big data age
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