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How to “Live” ? Howto “Above” ?: On Nie Zhiyuan in the Novel Above Living

YANG Jingjian
( College of Liberal Arts, Hunan Normal University, Changsha 410081, China )

Abstract: Institutional discipline was the external norm of the characters’ survival status in the novel. Nie
Zhiyuan’s attitude towards institutional restraint was neither friendly nor aloof: realistic acceptance but spiritual
resistance. Although Nie Zhiyuan's institutionalized “living” was not historical inevitability, it was the result
of the times. “Above” or “below” was Nie Zhiyuan’ s inner pursuit. The former was his vision for the

“poetic” existence, while the latter was his  “real” life. In the reconciliation of “truth” and “poetry” , Nie
Zhiyuan completed the value choice of “among living” . Tragic character was the aesthetic keynote of Above
Living. What was reflected in Nie Zhiyuan was a tragic life experience. The reason for its emergence came from
the helplessness and embarrassment of institutional survival. It was also stemmed from the ambiguous state of
existence of ordinary life in  “among living” .

Keywords: Above Living; institutional; “among living” ; tragic character
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