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Secret History of the Nation and Sad Songs of the Soul:

Reading He Dun’ s Novel Happiness Street

LI Yaopeng

( Research Institute of Chinese Culture and Literature, Shenyang Normal University, Shenyang 110034, China )

Abstract: He Dun’ s newly published novel Happiness Street has been written about the changes of Chinese

history and society for more than half a century. He takes the daily life of ordinary people as the basis of his

narrative and closely combines the changes of the great times with the vulgar life of ordinary people. With the

style of daily epic, he reprodues the secret history of the nation and sad songs of the soul.
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