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On Laozi’ s Thought of No Desire and Its Value of Clean Governmence

WANG Yongcan, TIAN Kun

( Marxism Theory Teaching & Research Office, Party School of CPC of Suzhou Municipal
Committee, Suzhou Jiangsu 215011, China )

Abstract: Tao is the highest category of Laozi’s thought, and Taoism is naturally the supreme law that all things
follow. In order to reach the level of Tao, people need to remove their own desires and excessive desires, by
making abstinence, ignorance and no desire. The desirelessness in Laozi’s thought is not to eliminate desires, but
to make individual desires meet the requirements of the Tao and to fulfill the desire of nature. The desirelessness
not only includes the moral cultivation orientation of the desire to control, but also the political ethical orientation
of selflessness and indisputability. Laozi’s thoughtlessness has important theoretical and practical value for the
current construction of a clean and honest culture.
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