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Has the Cat Village Disappeared?
On the Utopian Difficulties of A Brief History of the Wizard

ZHUO Jin
(Institute of Literary Studies, Hunan Academy of Social Sciences, Changsha 410003, China)

Abstract: Yu Huaian’ s novel A Brief History of the Wizard demonstrates the structural dilemma of the utopian
system in the Cat Village, a remote village in West Hunan. Although the utopian Cat Village has done fair
largely, even similar to the socialist system, it finally fell apart for the internal contradictions. The novel puts
forward several potential problems. One is the paradox between the turbulent times and Cat Villagers’ preservation
of life. Second, in the event of fierce collisions and tears between the traditional culture and the modernization,
how can the people of the Cat Village rebuild the way of grasping the world. At last, how can the new Cat Village
presents itself in the context of globalization where the values and life view are all changing.
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