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Thought and Inspiration: Comparative Study on the Creative Conception of Liu Xie and Plato
WANG Jiequn, HU Yinping
( College of Literature and Journalism, Xiangtan University, Xiangtan Hunan 411105, China)

Abstract: As two major creative conceptions in Chinese and western aesthetics, the theory of Thought and the
theory of Inspiration, represented by Liu Xie and Plato respectively, have many similarities and differences. For
similarities, these two theories are both involved with mysticism, and both emphasize the significance of the au-
thor’ s emotions. Whereas the differences are mainly derived from their cognitions on the origins of literary crea-
tions and conceptions, the author’ s state before and during the writing process, etc. By comparing these two theo-
ries, it also illustrates the similarities and differences between western and Chinese aesthetics.
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