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On Cultural Function and Transmission Characteristics of
Ritual Lyric in Han Wei and Six — dynasties

WU Dashun
(School of Chinese Language and Literature , Guangxi Normal University, Guilin, Guangxi 541004, China)

Abstract: Ritual lyric is the music ode which is created to meet the needs of the ritual activities in feudal dynas-
ty. Because its special function is to meet the need of the ritual activities, it emphasizes the consistency of ritual
activities in content, uses elegant four — character phrases in forms, and has procedural, dependent, organization-
al and synchronic features in transmission. Cultural function and transmission characteristics of ritual lyric decide
the limits of its communication effect, so it cannot be compared with entertainment lyrics in development of sprea-
ding scope and duration of propagation time. Peoples acceptance of the ritual lyric is mainly from symbolic pattern
and image structure of content, whether melodious or not is not important.
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