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Dynamic Context Construction in Verbal Communication
——Analysis of Frank’s Speech Act in Film{ Catch Me if You Can)

ZHOU Huifang
(School of Foreign Languages, Hunan University of Technology, Zhuzhou, Hunan, 412007 ,China)

Abstract; Verbal communication is a complex interactive reasoning process, the hearer constructs a dynamic con-
text on the basis of the speaker’s ostensive behaviors, and as the context varies, the two sides have to adjust and
select the communication content and communication strategies constantly to achieve their purpose. In the film of
{Catch Me if You Can) , the actor Frank picked up a lot of information from his dialogue with the speaker’ s care-
less words, and formed many new plans in his heart, while adapting to the participants’ present context, he ac-
tively created new context and achieved unexpected effect, thus the audience left a deep impression on his alert-
ness and intelligence ; the implication of unrelated words between Frank and Carl also let the audience feel indebt-
ed as if it were received in person.
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JIEA R Tl 5 Sk R 2R AH 2 W 3R R 2 Your
wallet. ” (PRIGERAL) 91 22 SR 1 — 1, FEIBUN,
X7 1B B R B AL A B TR R B b
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BEBEATFASA TR
Bl 2250 B M 2w BR BOR T — i A A
F B BB IR E B : “ This skyway man is driv-
ing me crazy, some nut that’ s flying around the coun-
try posing as a Pan Am pilot, there is a column about
him in the paper today. ” (X% o B8 3 &I
TLUEIBNME A C iz SE M s A R /AT R4
B & A PR, AR B AT B — 8T
MRz H ) 96 22 3e Wt 1 22 53R # RO BOX AL E SUA
B O AR A R Es o il AN 22 {H A2
BUEHI M ZUIE BT iR —F IR E R
SCFARIE AT IR, R T — HA R 0 A
WEEBEATHRAN A DT o ARG X2 V5B DLt :
“The skyway man ---
They call him “the James Bond of the sky”” (iX~%5
SR - AR AL B OGRS/ TS AR AR
el D)3 R T g U S VAERAY D]
ZUith R PL—3h 5 “Did you say---? 7 “Bond,
James Bond”. (fRIEE -~ FPE, FEMA: - FREE?)
ZJE MU B AT T S - R R .
7244t 8 78 %A T A 25 ] RATIRE & AT R,
17137 IR2E 19 A : “ Sorry, no check, no cash, you’ll
have to fill in your employee I . D .

Newspaper loves this clown.

number and
then I’ 1 bill Pan Am. They will take it out of your
next pay check.” (?@ﬁ,aﬂaﬂ]ﬁﬁﬂﬁcfi%‘% ,’dj]:llﬁf)rﬂ
& PR B AR IR IR S, SR 5 ok 4512 e i s
A EN AR AT T2 R T A H B % S5
HIBRIX — 0 ST ok ) S AL 9 5B TG i i
T B, S R T SRR ZE, L
ARSI WS ot 5 R A it 17 4] Even better. ” (GX A
EhF)

IR 22 TN TS 28w HR TR AR 0% A Tk
I, At 52 B b B JC 53 3C, B AS AL IR 3 DA 4K 1
AR SO HARE TR, R SUBCEE A 2 TR 2
AN SR, [P G T 58 e 15 AT A AN SCSE, s
B Ui: “ For airline personnel, we cash personal
checks up to MYM100, payroll checks we cash up to
MYM300. " (O3 F-fi 25 24 /) B9 N B3, AT ] LR A
NSRS E] 100 3650, 9% B S ST LA s, 3 2
300 3&o0) Wr 23X — &), 9 22 S R AR RAL— Bl ik
“Did you say MYM300 for a payroll check?” (fRJ2& 15,
TSR LA LR 300 SEo07) B TEN AR
Z I 300 SEIChHY SR .

DL B IX Se 358 1 T0 0 2 Uk, B4R W o B 22 vei
KT R LA AR, BB RS R 00T BB
ZHHTESE , TER2 PO B AR I ) AN IE 5 19 %)
I 2 A R A AR, 3 R B, T ARG H M

() B To.O, W& A E—Wr ¥ Brenda 503K
1) SLE

4 Brenda SCIELES [H) I 2= v 1 ve AL 27 B
AT [ S 0 ) T 00 M0 1) 4% 5, 9 22 R RS Y
ACEDEAFA AKX 2, AE R 22 s AT MR P
[5), 915 2% 5 5 A5 L Pl PO 0 125 G i T 25, A5 —
UK T, AR HSR B4 . “T am not a doctor, a law-
yer, an airline pilot. I am nothing. I am a young man
falling in love with your daughter. ” (FANZEEA A
S, WA M A R AT 0, A A A
A% BT RLOILWAER ) WSS E
Brenda (40 3R 2 ol 22 a1 f e L, AR
W AR TR 4%, AT HEAMB A UL : “It” s romantic.
Men like us are nothing without the women we love.
must confess, | am guilty of the same foolish whimsy.
GXARIRIE , R IATIXFER TN T RAT 1
TN B2 8- . A, Fotd A7 [
FEENE &L NIK) ., I proposed to Carol after
five dates with two nickels in my pockets and holes in
my shoes. Because I knew she was the one. ( LK%
SIERM R P IRREE, 4855, R4, HH
FRHN I b 5 2 T E LAY X D AN ) So, go ahead,
Frank. Don’t be afraid. Ask the question you came
here to ask me. ” (BT L4, 3 22 w0, KAHAY AR E L,
S, 1) FAR OF 3 AR 0] 4 AT AT ] RETRES ) 3K 3.1 0
ARIGEIA K, TR 22 s A Koo o 22 5 A
H O RS 1 Brenda A2 5% 1 {5 £, Brenda (Y
ACSEAMBEEAT H A, R LA— 32k A 5737 85 il
RN T AC RN NEDHE, HIF
If 3 22 SE Je AT T 5 T T — AR, kAt e] 2L
AkL LI SR g 1 Y B 43 1] Brenda 42 357 ~J ]
B2

(Z) WSS — SN EEFIZE

LGS PRI TN , T 5 A PR JR AR AC i
SC W as N R 9 25 AR 2 BT AR 38 S, AR AT 35
B SRR B 5E (explicature ) F1E 2 (implica-
ture) PIANTT T o 18 5 S8 PR X7 AMEEE T X 5 1
WU, S 5 XS 7 IS 5 . #% IR Sperber i1 Wil-
son(1986) % 3L, “ W5 &7 5 15 5L % 7% ( contextual
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implication) , JZ Uik A & SCH ] HE K5, BAETETE
WG B 285 R A

TES i AR B TERCRT 47, 3l 22 50 DL Barry Al-
len, secret service f44 XATHIES KR, 22 Ta i1
wanted to apologize for what happened in Los Angel-
es. " (FRAH Wl R A TE IS AZ LI K A Y FIE ) i 1k
WEARGERIAS K, BEAR B 3 2% 58 2% F 30T i il 25 4T
TR RIR o B R KA AN B AR 3 31 22 ve 23 454l
TG (BAEX E  F vp, R 2R W 3 1 9 22 54T
FL A Y LR AT

Carl: “Ah. You didn’ t call just to apologize,
did you? ™ (/RITHLIEHEAAEATE K , 2 7)

Frank ; What do you mean? ({REfTAREE?)

Carl; You , you , you have no one else to call.
(PRARABA BT LATHIE T )

TEX BN Z 5 R AR — R B B e, At o
HOAES T I 508, 19k 22 s Rk B
PAK BT — VIS BIORR  N— R [l 3 8 vp L ez
VSR A U, TR VAT 47 25 12%02 T 28 141 3R 1 ik
PRI 22 th 2L RE AN I 216 A\ E B BRA At 1) X 4710
LA A SRS, B LS RIRIRREAE 36 You
, you , you have no one else to call. ” (/RIRASIEH
BINHTPATHS T1) X —h)FE M 7k 2=
Ja 55 N o S BOR 35 v R R B o 2= S B LAY
B AR R BN SCE ST HE R A Bl RE T
s 22 SE AN RO N S S TR TR

(P9 SRHR A kA

Sperber F1 Wilson 1) Ik I N Ry i 5 58 P&
— N ANFI—HERLAY B R , 2 bR BT Z fir L RE T
R, R TAH DR AR AR A —CHK
P TMERAER e GE B LA PEIIEL T 2k
HRAY B LG
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Carl ; Step out of bathroom, hands on your head.
(BARF R, NEEAHEK)

Frank : Oh, that’ s the new IBM selectric. ( #% ,iX
A& IBM 28] 69 3L )

Carl; Put your hands on your head. (&5 7 /&
kEk)

Frank : You can change the print type in five sec-
onds. (RTALES F A FBITEPELEA)

Carl; shut up. ( FI"%)

Frank ; Just pop out the ball. ( R ZHiX A~ )
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Carl; Put your hands on your head. Put your
hands--- (#2573 & & L, fe i ey 5o )

Frank: You know, he’ s got over 200 checks
here, a gallon of Indian inks, drafting. (4RA, 4 &
2P T 200 KX BT EH — w7 ik £ E
H—RFEA)

Carl; Hands on your head. (%A F k1)

Frank : Even has little payroll envelopes addressed
to himself from Pan Am. (fb L £ 8 A — s34 T % 3
B AGZ EALE 8] R et B L9453 )

Carl; Put it down. Drop it. (F2E3 F!)

Frank ; Relax. You are late, all right. My name
is Allen, Barry Allen, United States Secret Service.
(FAr B AR RRET e, & e, A - X
e, £ BHERE )

XS TE PR o ol 22 SO AR R AR 2 B K
HRHY, £ UL, 9h 22 v HURMO T k547 0, bt
BeAR SRR BE AR A 1Y B R, TR BOW I s, B
2P RIRTEL “ Relax. ™ 74 [B1 21 1 1 15 33 Beidh i 12
TR H B, X R R B, HSEE 2l A AR
B X Bk B AIETELE A R, i Bk, 4
FI O A 3t I 8] O S8 2% B AR B A R AR I ARk 2%
JIT LA B J 24 R IR SEAE A TR oW R 528 T
X L ) Sk i I i, fl A BE T H SRSk 4R,
i A Cod S E R R AY , JF H AR T A AR 1T
T ELR S TS

AR e BRR T T & THE
o1 22 e I S AR B I A A AL A, 96 22 5
NHMRIRZIA AT T —BLZ TE R AR 15 -

Frank: How is it that we’ ve always talking on
Christmas, Carl? Every Christmas I’ m talking to you
(FR,EM B ZRET A E G R E L &
A F BN R AR AT )

Carl; Put your shirt on. Frank , You are under
arrest. ( %—b,}‘_ﬁ’f&, #7 25 ’ R T o)

Frank: Hey, Are you hungry? Do you want some
beans, Carl? Here, give these a try. (&, {R4& T "5?
RAEZrLEZT 07 TR, KKZA)

Carl; There’ s two dozen French police officers
outside. (A 20 % A~k B &Kt £ F)

Carl, T gotta tell you, they’ re delicious. ( #& %
P AR, RATAR ST, )

Carl ; They wanted to bring you in. (#4148 424k
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Frank: You want a bite? (ff&%—na?)

Carl: But they needed the help of an American.
(24 & & £ B AW A 1)

Frank ; Are you hungry, you want a bite? (4R4%
T favh— o)

Carl; But I told them I wouldn’ t bring them to
you unless I could put the cuffs on you myself. ({24%
AR AERF A SR LTS, TR R AR
Rl A eg) T RIET ANF R SRS miT R
8935 A2 2 5 RAR1E . B E A HL: What did you
---you pay some hotel desk clerk. You pay some desk
clerk to make that call for you, Is that what you did ?
(RICT A 2, =R AARAT AR B JB 09 IR B ikt 2
RATERIE? XR ARG D7) A B X B =
3| 5 adiE AR X 6 B L A2 2 I A AR R R
15 B LR AR AL F RIME, FAE LT LA
“Are you hungry? You want a bite?” ({R4% 7 "5/ 48
re— G ?) S B F R 66 SRR £ A T AL, B
— L ZERANT4EE, B 6L KB h T kA 8
TACHEE ARRBEXRERANG FE—A
& Bp AR

TEANVR A AR BT U, A58 TR TR S A A I R
H, TR TR ETE R, IR A TSP RE sl v
e T 5 3 2SR AR, R BAR R TR S PR
Hh, SRR SR e MR LE R G e B R B, S BOR T
NI, A S EA T e ] B A m] b5
AT M A AR AR

TEMA TR T, o 22 v IR % T 24
AT RO, R 2R 00 B B 22 s 1 Y TR
8, I ARG 125 45 6 22 S TR TR = AN T, #
FEA VLA B r IE A X R i TR R E OCHK
AR IR T AR B OIS Al A T4% B Bl
O BRI, 0K, (H S P2 5, BEE AL
7 VA B LARER HE M ABAT] 22 0 S 3K A T 85 v 4 H
ERYHEIES X

SRS A AR MO U A 235 N

TEAT T AR (BRI, S TR AT O 4 R A e 2
TE—E BITESE P 520N, B AS IR B e 22 P i
R, AATESh TS M A WA b, 7= A i 5 i
FrMA A NEDGRTRA], i N3k

A AP — AN S 2R LB L A, WA
A LS A B W] 7847 2 Br S (R A9 48 4l Jemil £ 47
ShASTR SR, X5 B 1R 35872 A Woos 52 Br P4 2%
I PR SR 3247 )80 B FEE 5 AT FT 310 4% B 32 P 19
H Y, 8 5 G RSN b 22 s —Jr ik A 2 i &
TEAT I BRGNP 55 A8 AR IR A AT 1 N 2, O —
3 TR 501785V S5 R A IS, F) ] P B A Ay 2 )
TEBEAE RN, 51 S R 24 W 3t N R T Y B A A A
H TE R X Sl A TR 1 A LR FR AT b A
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