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A Tragic Hero in Chinese Officialdom
——Review on Tang Haoming’s Long Historical Novel Zhang Zhidong

YAN Xiaofang; WU Touwen

(School of Liberal Arts, Guangxi Teachers Education University, Nanning 530001 China; School of Humanities,
Hunan University of Science and Technology, Xiangtan, Hunan 411201 China)

Abstract: Tang Haoming’ s long historical novel Zhang Zhidong moulds a Chinese hero with traditional elite cul-
ture character. The novel highlights the subject value of the hero in adversities and conflicts, and highlights the
characteristics of the hero in social relationships and character comparison. Through the writing of Chinese official-
dom culture, it also presents the tragedy of loyal patriotism, hardships of officialdom survival, and the dilemma of
relizing ideals. This novel reveals the writer’ s contradictary subject consciousness and embodies the thinking on
the Chinese self — identity recognition.
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