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This Novel is not that Novel
——On the Flaws of A Brief History of Chinese Novels

ZHANG Hong

(Department of Social Sciences, Zhejiang Vocational College of Tourism, Hangzhou, 311231 China )

Abstract ; Chinese traditional novels refer to the real trivial events, while the modern novels are complete fictional
stories. In A Brief History of Chinese Novels, Lu Xun’s eclectic approach of combining the real notes and legend-
ary stories commits the mistake of heterogeneous style. The reason why Lu Xun did so is closely related to his
stubborn personality, even more related to his preference for China’ s traditional notes. Due to Lu Xun’s great in-
fluence, many subsequent researchers dared not go one step beyond and copied his framework of Chinese novels,
which leads to a confusion of the concept of novel and leaves us a pity.
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