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On the True and the Good in Nicomachean Ethics

——A Discussion on Ontological Ethics

DU Haitao

(College of Marxism , Northwest Normal University, Lanzhou 730000, China)

Abstract: The functionality of human beings remains a main argument in Aristotle’ s ethics system, which runs

through his demonstration of such important principles of good people as happiness, virtue, human kindness, etc.

So it’ s called ontological ethics, but this pattern may face the dilemma that “being” and “ought to” can not be u-

nified. Aristotle”’ s definition of the good is not only in the sense of value, but also contains a factual significance;

therefore the ultimate goodness not only represents a value orientation, but also functions as a destination towards

excellence in human nature. Unlike instrumental rationality in modern times, Aristotle’ s ethics remains a com-

plete system, which goes far beyond the relativism ethics.
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