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On the Transcendence of the Buddhist Good and Evil

FU Yinglan

( Department of Dancing, Hunan Vocational College of Art, Changsha 410012, China )

Abstract: Buddhism’ s determination of the good and evil is first based on the Origin Theory, which counter

proves the good and evil of an act by the joy and sorrow of its result. According to Hinayana Buddhism, the good

and evil of causality, joy and sorrow can not go beyond the individual self false ego, so they can’t escape the

transmigration of life and death of the tree realms and six realms of existence, only to break the individual ego can

get out of the cycle of life and death. Mahayana Buddhism further thinks life and death as absolute evil, while

Nirvana as absolute good, which is still a false ego. We must be based on the emptiness of people and dharmas

and ultimately achieve the complete transcendence of good and evil.

Key words ; Buddhism; cause and result; the thought of good and evil; self emptiness; non — duality middle way
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