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Discussion on Features of the Anecdote — Style
Novels Development from A New Account of Tales of the World

ZHANG Tao
( Department of Social Sciences, Civil Aviation Management Institute of China, Beijing 100102, China)

Abstract: A New Account of Tales of the World is the model of the novels that documented and described the
characters. Since A New Account of Tales of the World had been created, the novel has been loved by the literati
and a series of Shishuo novels had been created also, which were called anecdote — style novels. Those novels
have their common characteristics. Generally, the anecdote — style novels are shorter than the other novels, and
have the similar structure, that is to classify the article. The characters in those novels are almost truly peoples in
the history, and the contents of those novels are basically the anecdotes and wonderful words. The language of
these novels seems simple, but there is deep meaning in those novels.
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