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The Rise and Fall of Urban Public Transportation in the United States before 1960s

SONG Chen

( Department of History, Zhejiang Normal University, Jinhua 321004, China)

Abstract; Urban Public Transportation in the United States basically experienced rise, prosperity and fall before

1960s.

1830s — 1890s is an era of horse — drawn streetcar, which is the beginning of public transportation, sub-

ways, cable cars and commuter trains developed as well in this period. 1890s —1920s is an era of electric street-

car ,which is the prosperous period of public transportation, the electric streetcar became the main transport in A-

merican cities. However, since 1920s, the transit industry began to decline, influenced by different factors inside

and outside of transit industry. And the United States stepped into an era of automobiles and suburbanization.
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