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Triple Expansion of “Taking No — mind as the Basis of Zen”

DING Jianhua
( Department of Philosophy, Nanjing University, Nanjing, 210046, China)

Abstract: The thought of “Three No” in the Platform Sutra of the Sixth Patriarch is considered to be the concen-
trated expression of Hui Nengs thoughts, among which “No — mind” is the most emphasized. This paper illus-
trates “no —mind” from three different aspects. Firstly, it is the “middle way of Prajna” , and has carried on the
thoughts of both Prajna — emptiness and Buddha — nature. Secondly, as a basic characteristic of “the most superi-
or Mahayana” and a basic doctrine of the transcending “Mahayana” , it has inner consistency. Thirdly, it exerts
great influence on the later Zen masters and their theories, which expressed the thought “no — mind” with differ-
ent words, such as “no —doing” , but the meaning is the same.
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