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A Case Study of ESWIS in Written and Oral English

HE Mingzhu
(Department of Foreign Languages, Guangzhou Maritime College, Guangzhou, Guangdong 510725)

Abstract: This paper first draws a distinction between English inanimate sentences (EIS) and English sentences
with inanimate subjects (ESWIS) and then, with a written text and its corresponding oral discourse from M. A.
K. Halliday as research data, makes a contrastive case study of the distribution and pragmatic features of EIS and
ESWIS in the text and discourse. The study shows: 1) EIS are evenly distributed in both the text and the dis-
course,, while ESWIS mostly exist in the text; 2) EIS in the written text appear overwhelmingly in the passive con-
struction and EIS in the oral discourse occur mostly in the S + V + C pattern, while ESWIS in both the text and the
discourse exist chiefly in the S + V + O pattern; 3) ESWIS exist abundantly in the written text and appear scarcely
in the oral discourse with different pragmatic features: ESWIS in the written text enjoy a high degree of animacy
and metaphoricity and are therefore characterized by their vividness, while ESWIS in the oral discourse bear a low
degree of animacy and metaphoricity and are therefore typical of their plainness.
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5, EAPRE IR FIE A —Fh SR
B IGRMTE A KB H TR, WA X 53 56
HITETE BE R A . [ A [R] 0 9 D)4 ) AR
eI TR BRI 2R 22 5, s T2 ARG R
A JC R F157A], B inanimate subject + active verb
AR, H iR B R S A Master Y Low = 1A
J Seskauskiene'® ™7 25 b A 5E J7 U0 5, B AT
TCSEUEMT T, [T 28 ) 5 e, k= BOaE 5 SR
FE AR A SRS Sy 3, N BRI, LT R
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(1)a. Winter is cold.

b. It often rains.
c. Leaves have fallen.

(2)a. Here comes winter.

b. It often sees cold rain and fallen leaves.

PI(L) B=ATaRA” W (2) WA~ o

REER”, “TRAT IR il R IE I
J, A ) FERANAEAE W 0 A bk, BRI EiE
e E X RSB A At (animacy in designation )
WA EE IR S RN & A At (animacy in
assertion) o “JoR FiEA)” Wy JC R 18 FIA RIE
TR, Bl BTEFSARE L EA RSN BAE ar MR AE
Wik i BB A AR i P R 44 1) 46 3238 (subject
through nominalization ) #4) Ji¥,, B[l 3& A4~ /n) 13 1 A= Ay
PRI i S Bt S T S — o By e 5k Uy 50 ]
R LA vt g 0 AR , K5 2 T8 JE R R )
I3 RESHPETC R E TR AR Fa i PTG R 15
SebR b SR R > 28 5 JE R AT A e R
FifEA)” XA b — g ST R il
ARG T TR AT BRI e R )T
TR TR PR AR i R S A R A
KMk YE . Bz, TR AREMmE, A
TEAE A PERS I, A 2 e ) 5« Jo R EiE A7 H
A A AR AR PR B S, B A . (T
X LA o AR i P A A B SR S T 7 A Y B )
QRS TCRA)” A B RIS A e Sl A, R
W] DUAE S A . 4N This bedroom is a dustbin
— /), A AE D BE BT i M A St S, LR
Wy AECRE e R A7 A 5 4 e R IR AT R A, A
TEASCTHETE B Z N o)

SR, A A AT SR 55 2 00, S M GO A, T A
— LG, DI ST WIE b AR ME R B — 25T M Y
4354k . Human > Animate > Inanimate, [a]Ff, &
Mt AR Z 5, P, RN RE R To R A7
UARAS A By P, Jo R E 1R A)7 8 R PEAR
o “ToRA)” TR FiEA)T BRI LA B, H
BT 7 AL A By Rl g o BIVEEAE - e R i )7
Z 8], AR B e R s s AN R B . il .

(3)a. It is already night now.

b. Night has fallen here in Boston.
c. Night has arrived at his door without being
noticed.

AR, B(3) a 2 TERA”,B(3) ¢ &“TC
REHA” ,MBI(3) b BEZAAN TR A" k2" To
REEA” W 25 I e bR SCE S L
IR TE RIS IEAh TR Bk BB TR &
)73 L& B2 AT ( conceptual metaphor) J6 R 215
AR % B ( grammatical metaphor ) JG R 341
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riginality ) WIHS ) S0k o G P4 R0 BT 850 4k — 5 ThT E £
(EREEN IR L Tast W7 ot I Ry N (IR CA:
o) SRl 50 ORI A 398 T PR B o X R
P AT Ui I8 R 238 HUH T IR 5 T
FISCAE A R I o X R BERS PSS 1B A B AT
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PASEBIE TR — %

ERNTESHRTE

RGINBEE S A AL T
1992 AR 1 — R N “ 1B R NI B 1]
ICIEERRIE 4347”7 (Some Lexicogrammatical Features
of the Zero Population Growth Text) 138 3C (iZ X E.
AT ALTESCEE) (2007) 55 — 4% ) o X H 8 3Bk
SEVE R AN TR A D RETE T 20 B B9, S 5 1 A
SLAER HE A B iR AL . SCEE N A E B4
TEAFIE S S N a) 526 R R #2440
AT By 55 - O T, X — SO N 1 R
KA YA TG R (H W BER ) #4710
EERE R . R E R TR TR R i 4
TR 2 B X — 4R N AR AR e S
ZIE A C UAIEE A B — 8 s, x4
TR S TR AELE 12 % L3 P AR FlH2 32 1) %)
SERKTER o 12— MERS 1 LSS R T, A8 3C
WA X —TEREC LSO R ) 24 TSR 5T o

ISR EIEA 30 SRS, Hoh I Sk F4s R Y
NS SNIE G R = I RN = 4 (O I 1187 R 2
AR TR, BOA/INVRJRHIE, R T 45 A T
O3AT o IRFE JELAG T A 22 DR . X
22 ERIYSERR EAL R A SRR TIB R 22 AT,
A& 4t T BE 15 ¥ 01 90 19 AR 1 5 B 06 2 /N 4]
(clause) Mid[E] - (sentence ) , Y FRH A #8 J7 ((seg-
ment) . RGN RETH 2K/ NVA) 53 Ay f] /A ( clause
simplex) Fl/N0) & A & ( clause complex ) Bi2&, I
S A P /] (ranking clause ) Fl A /M)
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(embedded clause) 243, (36T /Na) /Na) B Ak
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hF R 22 AT HOIRE 4 5 Fi A
1;2;3;5;9;10; 11;
RIAI (1A EIEXF) 12x1=12
13; 14; 18; 19; 21
IHIA (5 2 A EIEXT) 12 1x2=2
AN (E 2 A EIEXT) 8; 165 17; 22 4x2=8
BARME3IAFENT) 4;6; 15 3x3=9
AR (E AT T) 7,20 2x4=8
Ait 39

®2 EBXFEXMEAXLER 23 MAFRHSHRE

OEFIES 23 AT R 4 5 EXMIRE
e ) (5 1A R F) 1535 115 135 205 22; 6x1=6
HHA) (& 2 A EIENT) 12 1x2=2
SER(H2AEIEXNT) 2;5;14; 15 4x2=8
HEAM(E3AFET) 18523 2x3=6
SER(HANEIBXNT) 4;17;21 3x4=12
BAR(F S ASEET) 7519 2x5=10
AR (F 6 ANEIAF) 6;8;9; 10; 16 5%6=30
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B3R EEX T R A — 4 E
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A B, AR TE T X 5 PR GEiE ik il
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XEFIEMFTICR B ARG et 5 . R 1
TR, ARG AS A R A S X (B
BAD) 124 FRFIEIEY T2 A4 M ATE 9 A E
MAZE A IR T 25 4 3R 2 KM, XY
H KA R Rk sz 0 7 1A 6 AL IR 91 iR
TARE 2 A4~ BAE 16 TN G R A A 66
AEEX o X T A 2 A
APLVEBL: (1) FEKE R P Rk S 280 7t A3 i
e 285 (2) 1k i 230 T BB T

P Il Z—¥; (3) HLiER PR E G A4
wIBEERWILEZ 8, HE S A& r 3iE
XM 4 AHmE 6 4, X =mFEa i T
XoF L TSk TR T TR 2 AR 1 T 1 5 M ((grammati-
cal intricacy) ,

23 WoR 1 G A mE R A R Sk TR R Y
FHWMESL . (1) BAR B E R 5 1 SR o 550
FEAHE Y (BT 0 i) Bt e Sk R R LT
D=5 (2) BAR B IIE R B A7 24 A &
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N 2T H SR TR 5 (3) 5 iR A TR B (D
SRS EIEXN TR ) R Z H K IER P
f 03X = R T8 2 WD i A4S T R A )Y
(lexical density) Bk,

*3 RHPEIEEMEOLERERARIARRL

E AT PR
PRETY S e TR T T
5O
PIHEE 456 278 22 20.7 39 11.7(7.1)
S8 609 280 23 26.5 74 8.2(3.8)
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(HRA) (FERA]) (LR FEER)
iy RPN oy MkiBk P g MkiBk
FIER T 20 54 8 15 11 5
H4rH 51% 73% 20% 20% 29% 7%

*5 HESOLEEPERAMERTIEAMEERAEN S HRR

- FRA] JoR EiEA)
B TE R Sk iR TIHER mP Sy

S+V+0 0 0 8 2
S+V+0+C 0 0 0 1
S+ V 1 2 1 2
S+V+C 2 9 2 0
There + be + S 0 1 0 0
S + be + V-ed 5 3 0 0
Ait 8 15 11 5

4 R AER TR R, AR PEAE 39
ETEXS B S A A SRR, A R A5 TR ARG
RFHERAE G I SKiE R o, A b
TE 74 4> EEN T LA A, A R Ak 73%
MIJCR MG R Eif AL A 27% o X oy
BAERT LU B : (1) J0 2R A 78 A5 TR 1K T84 v B

o7 EERAAR 5 (2) A RAE H Sk E R o e s
R 2 22% 5 (3) To R FIEFAE T HE R H A H
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Fi 2R SN R MM ZEIR, 5A RMER E
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54 RA)BRECE RE L, 5T R TR 880 R
Bt o

5 oo AR R A5 R R, 0 R ) R
BB R REH A) s TR Fil A F 2R F
TG TEX I H KA R, TR R F
R ARG RSB Jo R i) 2R N
Rl I AN Ao X o M e b i Kdls RT LA
KB (1) Jo R A e T T P DL il 284 i 48

XHEE, A 1Sk T mh U 2 3 28 R 54 ) e HAX
Flk: (2) TR BB TOIBTE B I IL 2 H L 1E R b
UL E IR

m EREFEAEHESALERFHIER
FRIEXT LE 2347

HOCTEA UG A R R 1L RO SR
fei s ANJGR ERA EIR RO

xo6 PHERTP I AXTREIFAMEBEBERBER

hidcs Fik WG iR R RIS
1 Calls jammed our switchboard all day.
2 Media and public reaction has been nothing short of incredible |
3 .-+ the deluge of calls came mostly from reporters -+
4 -+ that (problems) threaten public health and well — being.
5 -+ population — linked pressures affect U.S. cities.
6 It (The Urban Stress Test) ranks 184 urban areas on 11 different criteria -+
7 The Urban Stress Test translates complex, technical data into easy — to — use action tool -+
8 Your support now is critical.
9 -, ZPG can arm our growing network of local activists with the materials -+
10 .-+ before they (population — linked stresses) reach the crisis stage.
11 -+« that (the decisions) could drastically affect the quality of our life.
®7 OXBEREHS AMAREFANEBREGRER
bz R iR B RiE RIS
1 -, if this (overpopulation) is making people unhappy.
2 -++ (how much difference) it makes (having so many people around) ---
3 -++ whose opinions count,
4 -+« if the population goes on growing without being controlled ---
5 +++ which ( decisions) will make a difference -+

(VE : P56 /) 1Y 1E % 18 ¥ 42 : Having so many people around makes much difference. K& m)75 %, BiGaTE T, H#H T it (IR F1E.)

# 6 Won, TG B 11 AR £l
s (1) 3 A2 57 F2 T80 1~ BB B ) (2 — 2
FEg N Hor 8 MFETE G (2)F 44
(NZIERZ I HUIN VAN e p 1 et DI ¥ Ny
A1 (A IR AETE ) F1ER]; (3) A 2 MERD)
WA (5 RS\ A LA R i
A=A Hor 8 AN Kyshialigigf) . K7 &£
B EXE R S TERS S AR EiEAr . (1) B
Sz VRN E R A5 (2) A 3 AR AT, 2 A
A FiEA] (3)H 2 A KW shiaigiE L3 A
(7] —> Bl il ¥4y JC Y Sy sl i) TR D A T AR Bl
I

XFEE A B P TE R T8 A AT LUK BL: (1) PA
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AW (R PSS BT 2 IRl 2 5 I SO
— B R T B A R (AN 6 Hi s 2 A 8
A1) 5 (3) BAR LA g il A o R TR A e I
Sk iE R A B D SLE R By L
5 (60% L 36% ) 5 (4) B T4 R Z B0 R ik Y
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JEA 5 (5) A e Hh A 0 R 3 AR 2 2 il i
R F) 2 1 1 ) R Aok IR B AR SR S R IA H
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ARSCLA—XF H BIARTR] 3 SO 45 14 43 1 A Sk
TER TR, X AP A JC R TR A AT T A 2O
Hortire DEBFEERMA: (1) LR A5 IR FEifh]
Je MR AN R AT LA A 23 B ) R . JCR B HE
A5 AN TSGR A R AN SRR SR 25 S 1Y
SN, T JC R 1 A U 2 2 AE A T A A R R
RIS R & R R RSB RS A (2) B R
AR H AR A R MR B S TR R B ]
55 B R SN G S € Sl N YL N R S el B
R, J6 R T84 BE R AT AE T B i e v,
i AR ST L (E45 B TR FHRFE AN TR 5 (3)
A IR P A TE R JE TR, PR ) LA 3G ) T
b i AR A PR AR | B R R, BOA AR SIE 4
FRAIE, 10 1Sk TR P a0 R A, IR R B 4t
I B > RS T AR i PR Bt A, R
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