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The Explanatory Power of Conceptual Integration Theory for Verbal Humors

ZHANG Zhen
(School of Foreign Languages, Hunan University of Technology, Zhuzhou, Hunan 412000 China)

Abstract; As a kind of common language phenomenon, humor fully embodies the expression power of human lan-
guage. Humorous effects base on the recipients thorough understanding of the discourse. The conceptual Integra-
tion theory, advanced by Fauconnier, has a great explanatory power for the cognitive process of verbal humors.

This paper analyzes the mechanism of CIT and detects the dynamic process of achievement of humorous effect on

this theory together with characteristics of verbal English humor.
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A :“The cat wants to go out. ”

B:“How can you tell?”

A:“He’s put his hat on.”
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A:You are late.

B:No, I am Al.
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A :Why the chickens crossed the road?

B:Because the chickens would like to go to the
other side of the road.
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Customer; Waiter, Why the lobster has only one
claw?

Waiter; Because it has had a fighter.

Customer; Well, bring me the winner, then.
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Peter came back with a bloody nose and his
mother asked, “What happened” ?

“A kid bit me”. Peter answered.

“Can you recognize him if you saw him again?”
asked his mother.

“Of course, 1’ d know him anywhere” , Peter an-
swered , “ Because | have his ear in my pocket.

AT ST U A LRI 1, B 4 ) Al 7 4 [l
WAFVE, AN/ NZ T T IH— 1, 15[, fEIA T
R 7 A5, AR T L, PR oy i i) H- 2 i 7 FR

137



IS Tl K24 (RS REA )

2012 4465 5 W (%6 88 1)

AR HLE

TEC ) A BR v, AT 20 1 A5 05— S W RS Y [l
& RN EE LR T ANE . 1E
HEZR W2 95 BT, FATTAT RAAS: 2% S0 ) PR figp iod
Feo BIAZSE] 1, HEATZT 0 T AN ST. W
AZE] 2, BB E T B HRTE AT DA 8,
AZSI0) 2 58 — KBS A3 T AR e 1R
ABEZFWEIR" . 2012 NE——X N,
FRIEME S N 2 FH BT — DA KR
XL TS, A A G TE— R, )
o B, AT B T, fl A 32 5 BT LA A 4
A R 2 A A AR 58 £, DUEEH 0 T Bilig . (3
TEA A 0], 2 8 s 5 0 N E a8
— T E M, BB T AR RN B A 2
P N BRI

Ty AT S A —— X, T AR AR L, R
T 2 i e i 7 A Y A RO o

Dad: When Lincoln was your age he could do
many things by himself.

Son; Well, when he was your age, he was the
president.
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Teacher of Physical Education: Have you ever
seen mixed doubles,boys?

Nick: Yes, sir. Quite often. 1 saw it even last
night.
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Teacher: Please tell us something about it.

Nick: Oh, sorry, sir. My father always says,
“Domestic shame should not be published. ”

ZIGTE T A R A A [E] 1o e T HE SR
FXTHTIA R, L GIRE SRR, X7 i 3l 53 1 <1 3
[FIREIN , 45 EAT MR Ty 15 B J5 T B9 X T, EAE 5
B, G EXNTT TR FAZS ] 2 25 T A 15 U
HE B ST R BT DR, LA SUHEZR I, LA 3 %
07 FR A 0, JORU o A A 25 ) B I
ANTE] AT B TR, 2R WA TR S 3T
b G XT , 8 iR AR E IR — X 5 A
13l RS — X B Ais 3 5L LFE, b it 4T 18
JELEBE . EAEE e i LR, Al 20H I el R XL
FT7 DA 10 T SO 5 4 LR fep 3 K B sl o
A AIGHS AT I T Iy PR R WA~ I8 3 BLAER T
S ) PR A s ) 1) 22 2 PR B A 45 (1]
2, AT AR ) T S

FRE T3 Hh— AR -

Lawyer; When I was young, I had a dream of be-
coming a pirate.

Bailer; Congratulations, your dream has come
true.
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The class was very noisy. The teacher said to two
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girls who were talking happily, “two women together
are just like one thousand ducks. A moment later, the
president Lady Brown came, the student said, “Five
hundred ducks are coming. ”
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A boy saw a beautiful girl passing by, and he
couldn’ t help asking: “Excuse me, Miss, is your
name Google?” The girl replied: “No, sir. Why?”
“Because everything I searched for is in you.”
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