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Interpretation of the Physical Basis of Kings and Times in the Early Kushan

——Research on the Rabatak Inscription

ZHAOQO Ling
(School of Humanities, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou, 310028 China)

Abstract; Rabatak Inscription was excavated from Baghlan in Afghan in 1993, which recorded the first four Kus-
han Kings“names, and ascertained the ancestry of these four kings. Therefore, the discovery of the first four Kush-
an Kings, which is very significant in Kushana study, established the early Kushana history for the first time.
Meanwhile, the problem of Kanishka era comes to a new evidence. Significantly, the record rule in the new in-
scription suggested the relationship between the Unknow Era used in Vima Takto period and the Arsacid Era. This
discovery makes a clue for the King Kanishkas Era which was named after him.
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(1) -+ of the great salvation, Kanishka the Kushan, the
righteous, the just, the autocrat worthy of divine worship,

(2) who has obtained the kingship from Nana and from all
the gods, who has inaugurated the year one

(3) as the gods pleased. And he = issued a Greek * edict
(and) then he put it into Aryan.

(4) In the year one it has been proclaimed unto India,
unto the * whole of the realm of the khatriyas, that

(5) (as for) them - both % Wasp, and Saketa, and
Kauambi, and Paaliputra, as far as 11 — Campa

(6) - whatever rulers and other powers ( they might

have) , he had submitted to (them)to (his) will, and he had

submitted all

(7) India to (his) will. Then King Kanishka gave orders
to Shafar the karalrang

(8) = at this-++ to make the sanctuary which is called B---
ab, in the plain of the (royal) house, for these

(9) gods, whose s service here the-:- s glorious Umma
leads, (namely;) the above — mentioned Nana and the above —

(10) mentioned Umma, Aurmuzd, the gracious one, Sro-
shard, Narasa, (and) Mihr. [ interlinear text: ---and he is
called Maaseno, and he is called Bizago] And he

(11) gave orders to make images of the same, (namely)
of these gods who are written herein, and

(12) he gave orders to make (them) for these kings: for
King Kujula Kadphises (his) great

(13) grandfather, and for King Vima Tak [ to], (his)
grandfather, and for King Vima Kadphises

(14) (his) father, and for himself, King Kanishka.
Then, as the king of kings, the scion of the

(15) race of the gods. . . had given orders to do, [ Then
--+] the karalrang, and Nukunzuk the ashtwalg

(16) [ performed] the (kings) command. (As for) s
these gods who are written here — may they [ keep ] the

(18) king of kings, Kanishka the Kushan, for ever
healthy, fortunate, (and) victorious,

(19) and [ may] the son of the gods :* rule all India from

the year one to the year #* one #* thousand,

(20) --- the sanctuary was * founded in the year one;
then in the s third year [ it was] * completed
(21) -+ according to the kings command, also many *

rites were endowed, also many * attendants were endowed, also
many -

(22) ---the king gave an #* endowment to the gods, and

for these -+ which [ were given] to the gods ---
(23) -
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