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Aesthetic Cognition of Humorous Discourse
LIU Rong
(English Department , Fujian University of Technology, Fuzhou 350108 China)

Abstract; Researchers at home and aboard have studied the verbal humor from the cognitive perspective but the
description and explication about humor might not be sufficient to decipher the mystery of all the specific humorous
discourses. Combining the information marker with the Relevance Theory is a good way to explain the humorous dis-
courses. One the one hand, we can divide the addressees into two levels, the in — discourse level and the out — dis-
course level, and find the differences of their reasoning contextual effects, so as to provide a rich interpretation of
humorous discourses. On the other hand, combining with the Relevance Theory, the information markers in humor-
ous discourse can trigger the “reasoning reset” , and reveal the addressees aesthetic cognition in appreciating the
humorous discourses.
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“Who’s calling?” was the answer to the telephone.

/;ﬁg%{ “Watt. ”

“That’s what I asked you. What’s your name?”

{A long pause, and then, from Watt, “Is that James Brown?”
“No, this is Knott.”

{“Please tell me your name.”

“Will Knott.”

{Whereupon they both hung up.
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Little boy: Daddy, I want to get married.

Father jokingly said: Oh! Who did you have in mind?

Little boy: Grandma.

Father; Wait a minute, you did not think I’ d let you mar-
ried my mother, did you?

Little boy; Why not? You married mine. '
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THPA o TEHABRIE TR SO 5328 2 18], 2B {5 B
PR R A D RN S5 8 58 7 MR T 25 2 52 B, Ty A
BRUETE I3 (B B A R W R AL 3K o3
EEARTR] DA R B 1T AR A A [ 174 1 R A7

ZARZ L FEHEZ “1 want to get married” X —1
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X—HR,/NB Bl T IARE B 0 A BR M, A 7E A
A R AR B TR B ROR 2 AR A B T
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The man bought a cigar in a department store and lit it
while still in the store. A clerk told him to put it out because
smoking wasn’ t allowed in the store.

“What do you mean?” he said. “You sell cigars but don’ t
allow smoking. ”

“We also sell bath towels,” said the girl sweetly. "'

FE K 0 BRTE T T, AT —— A S A 5
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A country man was visiting the big city for the first time.
Entering an office building, he saw a pudgy older woman step
into a small room. The door closed, lights flashed, and after a
while the door opened and a beautiful model stepped off the

room. Blinking in amazement, the country man said slowly, “I

should have brought my wife here!” ['1%
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