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On the Evolution of Translation Language

——a Case Study of the Translated Versions of The Isles of Greece
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Abstract; As a manipulator, a translator will not copy language from one text into another, but rather conform to

the prevalent standard of the target language while creatively making use of his linguistic repertoire, thus displaying

distinctive linguistic styles. In this way the translation language is made to develop and evolve continuously. The

paper, by analyzing different translated versions of The Isles of Greece before and after the May 4th Movement and

the linguistic background in which they were translated, attempts to show the shift of translation language from Chi-

nese language convention to English language style which reflects the perspective of translation language in transla-

tion practice and embodies the turn of Chinese language taste in the last century.
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The Isles of Greece

The isles of Greece, the isles of Greece!

Where burning Sappho loved and sung,

Where grew the arts of war and peace,

Where Delos rose, and Phoebus sprung,

Eternal summer gilds them yet,

But all, except their sun, is set.
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