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On Cognitive — psychological Study of Irony Generation and Comprehension

ZHOU Min

(College of Foreign Languages, China Jiliang University, Hangzhou Zhejiang, 310018)

Abstract: From the perspective of cognitive linguistics, this paper deals with the mental or psychological workings

and rules during the whole process of irony communication. In the process of irony generation and comprehension,

ability of reverse thinking and association, especially the ability of contrast association, all play an important role.

To study irony from the cognitive perspective will help us to gain a better understanding of irony.
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Blessed are the young, for they shall inherit the
national debt.
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Mother: How about Tom’ s study?

Teacher; He is so diligent that seldom reads more
than an hour per month.
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We are lucky. It’ s the other side on the thir-
teenth of December. That makes us feel real good.
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Kyoyo learns that her husband Jiro has fiddled his
traveling expense and bought her a nice present. She
says: You are so naughty !
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Here, under leave of Brutus and the rest

For Brutus is an honorable man;

So are they all, all honorable man

Come I to speak in Caesar’s funeral.

He was my friend, faithful and just to me:

But Brutus says he was ambitious;

And Brutus is an honorable man.
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What a noble illustration of the tender laws of his
favored country! —they let the paupers go to sleep.
( Charles Dickens)
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