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On the Translation Writing of Moment in Peking and Its Gains and Losses
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( Department of Literature , Guangxi Normal University, Guilin Guangxi 541004 )

Abstract: The writing process of Moment in Peking by Lin Yutang is peculiar, which could be called “translation

writing”. This writing feature is confirmed by the names and appellations of characters, culturally — loaded words

and proverbs, and the quotes of Chinese classical poems in the novel. Translation writing takes both usual practices

in Chinese expression and comprehensive abilities of western readers into account. In this way, it enables the novel

to not only correspond with western readers’reading habits, but also retain Chinese cultural characteristics. Howev-

er, Lin Yutang failed to coordinate the diversities between different cultures and languages perfectly, which inevita-

bly left deficiencies in the manifestation of Chinese cultural immanence.
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Be a monk for a day, strike the bell for a day.
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When a family is in poverty it produces a filial
son, and when a country is in danger it produces a pa-
triot.
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A boy grown big should marry and a girl grown big
should wed.
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To tao, the zenith is not high, nor the nadir low;
nor point in time is long ago, nor by lapse of ages has
it grown old.
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Atung is only nine year old, He thinks only of
pears and chestnuts.
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I know today I am right and yesterday was all

wrong.
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