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A Wise Man, An Elder Man, A Historian

——An Mentality Analysis to Wang Meng$s Later Writings

SHANG Xinlei
(College of Arts, Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing, Jiangsu 210097 )

Abstract; There are three potential mentalities behind Wang Mengs later novel writings. They are the mentality of
a wise man, the mentality of an elder man and that of a historian. The mentality of a wise man lowers his spiritual
level as an intellectual ; the mentality of an elder man makes him understand thoroughly the sadness from the lack of
mutual understanding between generations; while the mentality of a historian embarrasses his writings. These three

mentalities constitute a set of mature attitude structures in his later life, which manipulate and restrict the discourse

and narration of his novels.
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