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On the Political Purposes of Surname Foreignization and

Sinicization in Northern and Southern Dynasties

REN Wei

( Pingdingshan College , Pingdingshan, Henan, 467000 )

Abstract; In the northern and southern dynasties, there appeared a surname transformation between the Han and

the northern minorities. The sinicization of minority surnames is a historical inevitability ; while the foreignization of

Han surnames into minority ones is just a short — term historical phenomenon, which helped the rulers to solve the

hidden dangers left by Emperor Xiaowen’ s reform, but the historical trend of the northern minority’ s hanization

will not be changeded by people’s will .
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