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Contextual Adaptability on the Working Mechanism of Metaphor

XIE Ruiling, ZHOU Qiong

(Hunan University of Technology; Zhuzhou, 412007 )

Abstract ; Linguistic Adaptation Theory holds that the use of language should adapt the context, which enables peo-

ple to choose linguistic expression to meet their communication purpose. This paper suggests a contextual adaptation

of metaphor on the basis of the Adaptation Theory by Verschueren, proposing that metaphor is actually the outcome

of linguistic choice which is inter — adaptable with language user’ s mental world, social world and physical world.

It complements traditional theories in compensating a fuller and more satisfactory interpretation of metaphor working

mechanism as well as provides a new perspective to the explanation of metaphor.
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Too many professionally prepared resumes read
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like a pitch from an old — time snake — oil peddler.
(Marc Silver)
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He is quite broody over his failure.
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Presidential candidates all espoused * industrial
polices’ , on the basis of which the labor, the manage-
ment and the administration will pool their efforts to re-
pel foreign competition so that American workers won’ t
become what Lee lacocca of Chrysler describes as
* double — cheeseburger — hold — the — mayo’ king.

(Kenneth R. Sheets)
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to do the deadly deed

to play pipe

to beat someone with an ugly stick

to get some t rim

to do the nastry

to play hide the salami

to jump someone’ hones

to ride the hobby horse

to give a hot beef injection

to throw the dagger

to do the bone dance

to do the wild thing

to bump fuzz
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High costs,weak earnings keep America’ s secon-
gd — largest ban holding company ,the Chase Manhattan
Bank ,on knife’s edge. (Jack Egan & Eva Pomice)
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Time hath, my lord, a wallet at his back.

Wherein he puts alms for oblivion.

A great sized monster of ingratitudes.

Those scraps are good deeds past,

which are devour’ d.

As fast as they are made, forgot as soon.

As done.
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