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On the Relation of Space — time Cognition and Grammaticalization

GAO Liping
(School of Foreign Languages, Hunan University of Technology, Zhuzhou, Hunan 412008, China)

Abstract; By tense we understand the correspondence between the form of the verb and our concept of time, yet in
many cases the simple past tense does not express the past time, but the unreality of an event or has the functions
of tentativeness and politeness, this is because bodied experience is the source for humans to understand the outside
world , it is the cognitive basis of representation of time in space concept, the past tense is the ‘remote’ tense, the

indication of unreality and the tentativeness, politeness in the past tense are realized by grammaticalization of the

English language.
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(1) I see the cat on the mat.

(2) I see what you mean.”
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(3) Are you going to the library? (55[d])

(4) No, I’ m going to eat. (&) (B[E]) (=5
[i])

(5) I’ m going to do my best to make you happy.
(K (mfE)

(6) The rain is going to come. (H}[a])
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(7) Do you want to see me now?

(8) Did you want to see me now?
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