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The Study of Orientational Metaphorical Extension of
“in” and “on” from the Perspective of Cognition

YANG Hong
(Department of Foreign Languages, Changsha University, Changsha, Hunan 410003)

Abstract: Based on the trajector — landmark pairing and image schema in Langacker’s “cognitive grammar” and
Lakoff’ s orientational metaphors ,the orientational meaning and the projected orientational metaphorical extension of
in and on are discussed from the perspective of cognitive linguistics. It is found that the image schema of in is a
‘ container’ and is projected onto target domains, namely, time, state, manner and tendency and that of on is a
‘surface’ and is projected onto target domains, such as time, dependence, “a member of---” and state. It helps

facilitate vocabulary acquisition analyzing the orientational extension meaning and the cognitive process of such

prepositions in English.
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Space

Destination Position
Dimension
Dimension-Type 1 or 2 on(to) on
(line or surface) l — ®
Dimension-Type 2 or 3 in(to) in
(area or volume) Izl

R 1 PR, B2 mOCR 8 B
( Destination ) Fl1“ &b Bt ” ( Position ) , i 22 [ £ 1L &
—FPRIROCER . Bl

F i . He was so excited that he jumped onto
the stage.

Qb Fr4E 5L . He was on the stage.

H it . T have no idea how he got into Iraq.

Qb4 B . He was in Iraq.

RN YW I, “in” REAWLED
“Iai” (41 people in the park) , &k =4k i) “ & (
4 children in the hall) ,“on” FE/R—4ERy“2” (U0
beads on a string ) F1 4k i) “ 1" (U sitting beside
her on the sofa)
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(1) The telephone was in the little study on the

ground floor. '

XA H A B {A telephone I they 4351 25 Ak
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(2) He put the papers in his brief — case.
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(3) The doctor will be with you in a few mi-

nutes. 9]
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(4 ) The conservatives were once more in
power. -

XA in BT B B 0 Bl b X Sl A B S A G
FR R 2 [ S S BRI OC R 38, 51 R B Bl the con-
servatives Ab THEH S 1 BlibR power i [l 2, Bk
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(5) The note is written in French.

WATE) B A the notes 4b T 5] H [ li#R French
F1 writing 2w AR AR Z S

6. FniaH

in 34 p H DA B A 18 3l 285 3 i 3k — 5 ) 3 S
P EIZ 09 el AP 2NN Y 12 3 8B R X — O
ik, Flan.

(6) Bring in the flowers and put them on the ta-
ble, my girl.

(6) ] ) BhK the flowers 2T T MR & Y
filits house ZAMEI 2 N BhAS i 2

(=) on 1975 ] 5 S H g #1 7&

on {75 [ A% SO BEE TP, B
KON R 1§ I

(1) My feet are on the solid earth, now. ]

(2)1 admired the peeling paint on the ceiling.
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(1) This year’ s event will take place on June
19th, a week earlier than usual.

AT FF A taking place 1E 5] H B9 3 1A,
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(2) He did it on the instructions of his
supervisor. o
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(3) Crimes by teenagers were on the rise.
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