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Interpreting Grammatical Metaphor from the Perspective of Semantic Variation
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Abstract ; Different from the conventional analysis of grammatical metaphor ( GM) from the perspective of syntactic

variation, the paper interprets GM from the perspective of semantic variation. The semantic tension in GM is ex-

plored in relation to lexical metaphor, using onomasiological and semasiological perspectives as two complementary

viewpoints on metaphorical meaning in general. In addition, the paper points out that GM is of dual restraining and

emphasizing semantic features, which helps expand meaning and realize specific intention of communication. Then

it is confirmed that as a metaphor grammatical metaphor helps form the category of metaphor together with lexical

metaphor and is complementary with lexical metaphor.
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(1) a. The boss will sweep out the senior workers.

b. The boss will dismiss the senior workers.

c. You’ ve got to sweep the snow from the steps.
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(2) a. Mary’s arrival in Nanjing surprised his friend.

b. Mary arrived in Nanjing.
c. The results of the survey surprised her.
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(3) a. Could you close the window please?

b. Close the window please.

c. Was the window close?
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(4) a. It seems likely that Mary knows.

b. Mary probably knows.

c. Another rise in prices later this month is quite
likely.
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