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On Histor ical Presnt Tense fran the Per gective of Blended Space Theory
H I Chong
(College of Foreign L anguages, Hunan University of Technology, Zhuzhou Hunan 412008, China)

Abstract: Fran the pergective of blended pace theory, hisorical present tense represents a process of cross -

gace magpping fram the objective connective time relation o the subjective connective time relation Through
camposition, completion and elaboration, the emergent structure is developed, in which the subjective connective
tme relation is generated The enlargement of the meaning of the English historical present tense is realized in this

process of meaning construction, which explains the contradiction of using the smple presnt tense o express past
tme in the historic present tense
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(1) “ Get up! Get up!” | whigperio my adolescent
ns slegping in the old beds on the cabin porch
“ Cane e the aunrise! It isavesme!”

(2) “ and | was just dozing off in front of the
televison when my wife rushesin shouting that the
kitchen ison fire ”

() : ,

(3) Then theman in the mask pullsa revolver out
of hispocket and raises it | put upmy hands Then
suddenly theman raises the mask and | see my best
friend! It all was a joke
(4)“ The assistant looksat him; he isyoung, with a
beard, and wears amaroon jacketwith a yellov Snile
badge on the lgpel; this leaveshis face free o be very
arly. ”

() :
(5) The Chines tean defeats the Russian team, the
1980 Olympic champion
(6) Pope John Paul Il gives his first blessing

() :
(7) In 1842 Nathaniel Havthome marries Sophia
Peabody, and they <ettle in Concord There he
completes tales and etches in the oollection Mosses
fram an Old M anse (1846).

[5]

132

1 20 90 ,
(Fauconnier) (Tumer)
(blended gpace theory)

(conceptual packet) ‘"' Fauconnier

(‘conceptual blending)
8]

Fauconnier (1997) ,
(partial structure) ,
1 9]

KE= M

wAZT

6] 1

B A ]
(Fauconnier.1997: 151)

1



, , @ Ig'l ,u knON” , 1 belleven ,u thlnkn ,

, as a child
, ( 3 rug.]esﬂ , “ iSll , “ er)jv ” ,
, “ believe’ ,* think” )
, ( 1] rug,]e" :l ar],, ,ll km/\[” , “ bel iwe” ,
, “ thlnkn )
(1) ( 2) ( ,
1 )
, ((composition) (completion) ,
(elaboration) , ,
1 y y 2
2
Bl l]
IEESS ,
(8)
“ rushes' " is’
;o (9)

I

LK)

=y %l
(4% Fauconnier.1999: 117)

(8) I was just dozing off in front of the television ,
when mywife rushesin shouting that the kitchen isn —_—
fire

(9) Asachild, I lived in Singgoore It isvery hot

there, you know, and | never onvned an overcoat | ,
renenberbeing puzzled at picture books shawing
European children wrapped in heavy coats | believel
thought it all exotic as children here think about
gacanen’ s clothing, you e

(8) , :

“ rushes’ ) ig’ ,
was just dozing off
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