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Features of Semantic Ambiguity n Chnes VP EllipsisConstructions
ZHANG Qi
(School of Foreign L anguage Studies, Hunan U niversity of Science and Technology, Xiangtan Hunan 411201, China)

Abstract: W hen involving pronouns, Chinese verb phrase (namely VP) ellipsis constructionswill be anbiguous,
and ambiguity is a significant feature of V P ellipsis constructions Chinese V P ellipsis constructions in both coordi-
nate sentences and relative clauses exhibit analogous properties Sentences containing V P ellipsis that involves one
pronoun showv strict and sloppy intempretation anbiguity; sentences contain two ormore pronouns inV P ellipsis con-
structions have mixed readings in addition o strict and soppy readings Similar anbiguousmeaningson the o oc-
casions in the wo types of sntences indicate that Chinese V P ellipsis constructions exhibit typical properties of
strict and sloppy interpretation anbiguity and eliminative effect as English V P ellipsis constructions da
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