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Morphological Structure and Properties of PLA/PBAT/PLA-g-MAH
Biodegradable Composites

ZHOU Zhibin, LIU Yuejun, TAN Haiying

( Key Laboratory of New Materials and Technology for Packaging, School of Packaging and Materials Engineering,
Hunan University of Technology, Zhuzhou Hunan 412007, China )

Abstract: Poly(lactic acid)-graft-maleic anhydride (PLA-g-MAH) prepared by melt blending was used to compatiblize
poly(lactic acid)/poly(butylene adipate-co-butylene terephthalate) (PLA/PBAT) blends. The structure and properties of
PLA/PBAT/PLA-g-MAH composites were investigated by fourier transform infrared spectroscopy (FTIR), scanning elec-
tron microscope (SEM), universal testing machine, pendulum impact tester, differential scanning calorimeter (DSC) and the
hydrolysis of alkaline solution. SEM results showed that the phase interface became blurry between PLA and PBAT in PLA/
PBAT blends with compatibilizer PLA-g-MAH, indicated that the PLA-g-MAH had certain compatibilized effect on PLA/
PBAT blends. The incorporation of PLA-g-MAH resulted in a slight decrease of tensile strength and flexural strength
compared with pure PLA, but improved impact strength and elongation at break about 17 times compared with pure PLA
with added PLA-g-MAH. Moreover, the adding of PLA-g-MAH improved the biodegradability of PLA/PBAT blend.

Key words: poly(lactic acid)-graft-maleic anhydride; poly(butylene adipate-co-butylene terephthalate); mechanical
properties; biodegradability
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FFLR (polylactic acid, PLA ) E—Fhv] 52 e4:
VIR PIRER G, AMUEA A A Rmr: .l
FRAPEN 2 R RAF R BRI TR RS, R, HoJp#
SREE . GREE . B ETERR S RO (polyethy-
lene, PE ). RN/ (polypropylene, PP) AH24, KIJE
BIAMES R M (polystyrene, PS). RXZE —H
22, W& ( polyethylene terephthalate, PET ) #124, T
iR B Jo8E . ORI A W AH 754t R A= 0 mT i i
PEEFEEPE S (HH PLA EA AR AR, MG
M A PERE R 22 « N LI FEI RS | 4 it i A0 1 S5
A PR YRR O B e g, H AT
R LUF LR 3%t PLA gEF 7kt 3R . 4
R, s AR, Hep, SR
SN R R Tz W — R ik

RO TR/ XMARZHER T K (poly butylene
adipate-co-butylene terephthalate, PBAT ) J&—#ifk2%
GMBE NI G - S E IR, 2HC R T E
BRFIN R T —REER 2 iy SL R Yy, AR
I%IR T IR (poly butyl acrylate, PBA ) FIZRXJ K —H
R T —BEhE ( poly butylene terephthalate, PBT ) fJ%F
Pk, B BT RE PR R 24 38 SOR BT i
PHEREAIPT P ERE, [RITELAR R Y A= W R A e
MM FEER M (low densitypolyethylene,
LDPE) WINLAERE. HHET, PBAT & nl AW Refi 2k
WFSE R AR A, U0 TIT 3 I FH A (L e - 1 £ P e e 2
Bz —, ZHT AR BRSO by A5
AT ok et oAt i 107 7 SR i i 235 5 MR

B AL LR A Y SR PBAT 5 PLA
JERAE, ATER S PLA () phfi ol 2 AT 2 22, el
HHBIE . (AT PLA 5 PBAT MiE A MEE 22
SEALEBCRAR 2, Kb, ASC%R R IR
K Ty BR T ( maleic anhydride, MAH ) PLA-g-MAH
AR PLA/PBAT WM, WFFEHE %5 PLA-g-
MAH Wil AX} PLA/PBAT IR S L5F4 (520
[ 3 BT 14 2559) PLA-g-MAH FER IS 43 4500 PLA/
PBAT/PLA-g-MAH & & M1 241 Re A W fife 1t
AERRZ I .

1 SCI§

1.1 FEEFERRMUHF
1) JERFFRTA
PLA, 4032D, Z[E Nature Works LLC 23 5] 427
PBAT, C1200 Ecoflex, f&[E BASF/Aw]4:)";

MAH . i &k — F PN ( dicumyl peroxide, DCP ),
B, ¥R 0r8E (AR ), RiERHER 2= 04 PR
oS EE

AAEAHI NaOH, 434l (AR ), PEP AL LKA
AR A A7

VUK ( tetrahydrofuran, THF ), Z0#H746 ( AR ),
W YA R A PR 2 m) A

2) SHAR

Brabender PLD-651 B XURFFHT H AL, 7
Brabender /AR 4™

PL6000~S BUHL TR, Mgk — 5 20 A ™

BK-600B AU AR I EEAL, B I on i R A

RS ] A 7
15-315T DAL ALHL, FRIHZE R A FR
INEIAET

NICOLE T380 AU fti vy A5 4627 456354 ( Fourier
transform infrared spectroscopy, FTIR ), & [EFEER KR}
N m

4041 B ZKG-4048 H.25 THR4H, FHscm s
FRRAF A7

SHR-10A A E s HEAHL, SR U = HIAA FR
ISEIAEE

HTFOOWE AU ¥, 77kl R AL A e A BR 2
G

CMT6104 BIGHLEE S FIT eI, TRIIGE
SRR R A R F A

501B-4 BUSRHEEE w5 L, TR IS
WA AR A7

Phenom G2 pro 44 L - . ##45% ( scanning elec-
tron microscope, SEM ), fif = Phenom-world BV /A ]
7y

DSC-Q20 /R Y ( differential scanning
calorimeter, DSC ), FE[E TA {UFR/AFA ™.

1.2 PLA-g-MAH By$I & R RAE

1) %

S HTRUEAT B B AL Rl TR o 25 15 2557 PLA-g-
MAH, H, MAH. DCP s 4350 PLA B
JEAE Y 2% 52 0.35% . K4 Fufgi] F E R SRR a4 1
MAH F1 DCP L ABEA 100 mL N RIBERR 6 H:
BT HEAHRIL RS 10 min, SR)5 541 PLA K
R ETIR A G R T KA TR e 4k P
MUBHFHF AL e BBt ] 2540 PLA-g-MAH,
HG sk T . Hr LA BOf X (A%
TR 1)) RS> B E N 165, 175, 190, 190, 190,
180 °C, WRFFH%HBLE N 45 r/min.
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2) MRS RAE

KA DUAE AR AL, FEAE £ 20 PLA J 5
K PLA-g-MAH [, FEEET 20 IR 190 C, M
7710 MPa, JEBAIHE] 5 min, EEHE 10 ming R
K ST A2 4 2T A0 ST AR 25 4 i IR i 4T R AE
FIHEIX 18] }500~4 000 cm ™'
1.3 PLA/PBAT/PLA-g-MAHRI$I &

1 PLA RDRIE FL25 T A1 Hh F 80 CAF R T
12 h, ¥ PBAT FiBHEITZE THA T F 60 CHIF T T
112 h, K PLA-g-MAH #ERPRDRHE BUAs T4
F 40 CHRMF T T 12 hy TR 1 PR il /e s
HIRHLP IR 10 ming SRJ5 T RURFFHF R AL IR B
MR, TR RIS B IX (3 AR
FUR ) LB 435I B R 170, 175,195, 195, 195,
180 °C, MEATH433 4 50 r/min; fixJ5 7E L4 T4 TR T
60 CHAM T T 24 h)5, FEIARES2AFES . R
WML R, T2 0F . Ikl B 2 i Y
TR N 205, 210, 210, 205 °C, WHIBHE 125,
JERFE] 6 s, 5T TT 55 MPa, KK S 60 MPa, {1
B 20 mm/s.

%1 PLA/PBAT/PLA-g-MAHE &HRINE &I

Table 1 Material designation and composition of

PLA/PBAT/PLA-g-MAH composites

JoT 5 435/ %
7
PLA PBAT PLA-g-MAH
Pure PLA 100 0 0

DGO-PLA/PBAT/(PLA-g-MAH), 85.0 15.0 0
DGI1-PLA/PBAT/(PLA-g-MAH), 84.2 14.8 1
DG3-PLA/PBAT/(PLA-g-MAH), 82.4 14.6 3
DGS5-PLA/PBAT/(PLA-g-MAH), 80.7 14.3 5
DG7-PLA/PBAT/(PLA-g-MAH), 79.1 13.9 7
DG10-PLA/PBAT/(PLA-g-MAH),, 76.5 13.5 10

1.4 PLA/PBAT/PLA-g-MAHR/IHIiR 5 R4

F12APEREIIR . SRR i He 1 7 BRI L,
3R PLA/PBAT/PLA-g-MAH & &A1 KGR GE AN
2k RE, B 420 mm/min, 20 GB/T 1040—
1992 CHPRHPPEREIRIS 1L ) T, kRN 2
mm/min, Z8GB/T 9341—2008  F} 25 th 4 AE i
GE ) T RABRHERR rrl e AL, MK E A4
B rhiPERE, M6 GB/T1043.1—2008 {3k} A7 52
s IE 55 1385 ARER b b ) B
W) T kAT .

SEMINA: R A Hi i T2 fBE . WEXPLA/PBAT/
PLA-g-MAH & &M R il ) R E S 5264
RHEBOK ARG RTIIERA, HORARECH 2 000 fi5.

DSC A : RAZ/RERESL, NPT,

HHELA 10 °C/min (FHEHE RN E BT 2 180 C, 18
S min, HERIATTLSS, FELL 10 °C/min BRI H 5
M 180 CREZ 20 °C, FRIFLA 10 °C/min HFHEHZE M
20 CTHZE 180 °Co & BE Al ARG I Bk 11] P B9 2
K 5, AXanF
x -8
© (1-9)AH,

X H: AH, 5 PLA/PBAT/PLA-g-MAHE & MR 5 il
4E & s @8 PLA-g-MAH 7£ PLA/PBAT/PLA-g-MAH
HAMEZ PR 58 AL AE PLA (45 dhe
e

FEfEE e HIB 3 cm x 3 cm K/, BEY
41 mm A 1E )57 PLA/PBAT/PLA-g-MAH & & # ki
FEL, BEAMEE A 1 mol/L () NaOH /KIER H . FifF 2 d
FERE IR, FHJG/K SN 258 1 /K Ak 33 5 3 ok HE
FMm, METJEAREE . a2k 3R RAERE 0 A
g, HitaAA N

m, =20 100% |
my

e m, AL NaOH /KA R AL B PLA/PBAT/PLA-
g-MAH B G M EREREI BT m, N2 ¢ BHRK ARG =2
B WAL R Y 5T o

2 #FHRE5TRR

2.1 HEEM PLA-g-MAH £I5M 6 43 47
1 R4E PLA 55 G408 PLA-g-MAH FH 2508
LA, o, M2k o 2l PLA BI£15M0
%, 4k b N PLA-g-MAH MIZLAMGE, #hek ¢ ol
PLA 5 PLA-g-MAH 414G 2208035 .
T |
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Fig.1 FTIR spectra of PLA, PLA-g-MAH and
the subtract of PLA and PLA-g-MAH
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C=0 SRAFFIEM IS ; 177 2R LR 13— OH FRIEIK
Wl BAE 3 500 em™ &b [RliNF, PLA 731k Bkt
PR8I 5| AR AU 433 HE BIAES 000, 2 995, 2 945, 2 878
em At <k bR, MAHTES| A7 DCP 1951 % T LA
HHEMIERE PLA &N, R PLA MF
B b, HAaFa 0 AR R LMD EIE L ¢ PS8 T
AP, HiZk e ", 763 000 e AT RE L C —H &
VAT ) R AR IR T W T L9 2K, T i R T P9 A AR AL
U BRAEL 734, 1773 em ™Ak, X J2: FH FAA R HHCH—=CH
SO C — H AR B e A g R, AT RAA
M, MAH 5 PLA &A= T i, BER S Rl VR B
il & T #2454 PLA-g-MAH.,
& 2 ff 75 0 PLA-g-MAH L4 R W 2
B CH, O

Lo
HO—CH—C—OH

A

(1) RADICAL
PRODUCTION

CH,0 CH, O

|l | ]
HO—(—C—OH |

11O0—CII—C—0I1

A-PLA radical B-PLA radical

H H
—/  MAH
O,,kdi,,o

CH,O O
] f
HO—C—C—OH A =H
o) ! (6]
) =H HC o]
T
HO—CH—C—OH

(6]
A-PLA-MAH radical

(1) GRAFTING

B-PLA-MAH radical

(111> TEAMINATION l*’ﬂ

CH,0 0
|l 07{\
HO—C—C—OH ~H
0 O
N~ H HC O
0 T
0 HO—CH—C—OH
A-PLA-MAH B-PLA-MAH

2 PLA-g-MAH L ER MR
Fig. 2 Reaction scheme for the addition of MAH to PLA

2.2 PLA/PBAT/PLA-g-MAHR/) /158547

[&]3~443 5 45 PLA B PLA/PBAT/PLA-g-MAH &
SR S O VA Gl G A B 1 N A v S L
PLA J2 PLA-g-MAH ¥ il %} PLA/PBAT iR Y7 i
SRAE . AR A, A OCEE S TR 2 .

3 A 4 v LIASAL, A PLA-g-MAHJ= , PLA/
PBAT/PLA-g-MAH & &M BHRHLA R B 25 o i
BAHRT T4 PLA fAAE—EFEEE O N, (HARXS TR
AN 2575 PLA-g-MAH Y PLA/PBAT IR MIAH L , 201
Bifi# PLA-g-MAH @I (934 A o N BE i 2 5 o
IR TN AH PLA-g-MAH 25, R4 TR0

IR FRIR T 5 | AFEE G R R 1 PLA FI PBAT K
AR RS TR BPER, W T PLA 5 PBAT
Z B4y F PR 1, R 2SS 1A A [
i, B2 v LIAS A, BEH PLA-g-MAH ISl (13
K, P RS e R SRS RS N, Y PLA-g-
MAH TR 050N 5% BF, 7 i 2 Fn 25 il 5 i
A3 )ik KAES7.66, 74.85 MPa.

80
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40 ﬂ

PLA DGO DGl DG3 DG5 DG7 DGI10
H
3 4 PLAK PLA/PBAT/PLA-g-MAH B i {158 B
Fig. 3 Tensile strength of pure PLA and
PLA/PBAT/PLA-g-MAH composites

il

PLA DGO DGl DG3 DG5 DG7 DGIO
ke

4 %5 PLAK PLA/PBAT/PLA-g-MAH K25 3%
Fig. 4 Flexural strength of pure PLA and
PLA/PBAT/PLA-g-MAH composites

& 5~643 51 4liPLA J2 PLA/PBAT/PLA-g-MAHE
SRR s o B R W SR A, A AR T Al
PLA & PLA-g-MAH Wil X% PLA/PBAT R nit;
5 E K W AL AR B s, HARSCE RS T 2 ho
H I 5 FE 6 A%, BE#E PLA-g-MAH fUJIIA, PLA/
PBAT/PLA-g-MAH & & A BHE vt 5 B i 542,
T 255 PLA-g-MAH A, &> 53
FRIEFIS I AR T PLA 5 PBAT K4rT 22 A B &,
i E AR F PLA 5 PBAT 2 FHEBHYB B AE /)
Hgak, FTLAEZ RSN it oy ik BB L s
SIS Z i vhi RE IR, U sp b VR ISR, P
PLPLA/PBAT LR AR w10 A 45 I 25 541
PLA-g-MAH Z 51538 — 248 . [FiF, 4 PLA-g-
MAH MRN8 5% B, A MR bt g
FEIRB KA 6.15 KI/m®. F38b, XT3 HTIEl 3~6 FIk
2 0] LIFRH, 24 PLA-g-MAH BT 3808 10%
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if, PLA/PBAT/PLA-g-MAH &AW R J124 1k BESY
R TR, Xl T2 PLA-g-MAH AT 26,
VRO AR 2E, EEWRAEMY T AHRIR R, X
FES3 PLA/PBAT/PLA-g-MAH & & M RHKZEG T12F
PERERCMIRAG . 27 ERFid, %55 PLA-g-MAH B95]
AMNHER T PLA/PBAT LR AR F7 A 56k i Fn s
s B, i H LR Mt A B S Y s

7

; -

5

s

%)

impact strength/ (kJ « m=)

PLA DGO DGl DG3 DG5 DG7 DGI0

R
5 &k PLAK PLA/PBAT/PLA-g-MAH K i 38 B
Fig.5 Impact strength of pure PLA and
PLA/PBAT/PLA-g-MAH composites
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PLA DGO DGI

<
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6 & PLAXK PLA/PBAT/PLA-g-MAH M S hic =
Fig. 6 Elongation at break of pure PLA and
PLA-g-MAH composites
%®2 SIPLAK PLA/PBAT/PLA-g-MAHHI /1388
Table2 Mechanical properties of pure PLA and
PLA/PBAT/PLA-g-MAH composites

hrfpaR i/ SdhemE , epdiaREE S/ WK
MPa MPa (kJ'm™) %
PLA 76.26 +1.76 107.81 +2.47 3.26 +0.16 2.46 +0.41
DGO 54.45 £2.56 55.25 £2.34 4.25 £0.21 34.62 +3.76
DGl 55.35 £2.78 70.23 £3.56 5.05 £0.24 37.24 +4.19
DG3 56.72 £2.98 72.23 £3.87 5.73 £0.28 40.31 +5.68
DG5 57.66 £3.07 74.85 £4.15 6.15 £0.31 46.51 +6.91
DG7 54.41 £2.89 71.78 £3.64 5.32 £0.25 39.31 +6.09
DGI0 52.57 +1.87 69.59 +3.26 4.88 +0.19 3585 +5.14

Bk

2.3 PLA/PBAT/PLA-g-MAH BISM ISR 434
Z AR 7R 0P BB -5 A 22 [ Ay AL 1 AH ELAE R 43
O 1 A OB S8 OIA RN . B 7 o hE A MR
PLA/PBAT/PLA-g-MAH #pit; Wil (R B A
XL Ta~f RTAL, BSHIES 255 PLA-g-MAH
7S5 ) PLA/PBAT/PLA-g-MAH & 545 K80

WA PLA/PBAT IR MPEAH HLAL, A HIH
PBAT FURCRAZ (1 R K/INVG BR8N, I B3G5
BN ASE PLA/PBAT/PLA-g-MAH & &4 44 b o Wy i
() 0 A -5 3 AR =2 1) ) SR T AR AR o 3 AN A b
BT PLA-g-MAH H A ERIEFHE T 5 PBAT H 1w ik
KA TSR EAEN, B PLA 5 PBAT Z Ay
FLERhSS AR R A, M H PLA 5 PBAT Z Al k4
THEACH N, JERL T PLA-g-PBAT KLYy, fifi
5 PBAT Ki 434 E T PLA JEAAZ b, JETI (75 PLA
5 PBAT WitHZ A BYARAS 4y, sXAERL 15 PLA/
PBAT/PLA-g-MAH & & MRSz i 5 32 025 52 52
FHMOG A, [FIeT LAAZBL, PBAT R R /A fERE
sl (4 0 7 4 Hp DX BT, s 8 XI5 ) f ) T A
PR - BEPIAETY ) A2 B A ehl e,
NRASTE Be W8 WIS Z iy o R i, FINR = TR G
MR

e) DG7
7 PLA/PBAT/PLA-g-MAH & B E#) SEM B i
Fig.7 SEM photographs of PLA/PBATPLA-g-MAH

composites on impact cross section

f) DG10

2.4 PLA/PBAT/PLA-g-MAHRIBERRMEBES 47
[l 8 7R}y PLA/PBAT/PLA-g-MAH & &4 kL
FRCIF) 7K e B A 1k BB S L S5 85 F O R . iR 8 W]
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I, A PR R R g% B A8 BEIN ] TS W
PLA-g-MAH &R, &G MR B i Ze Rl 5k
K, XU PLA-g-MAH ¥ sl 19 52 A b BB,
HREfrRe k. XATREREE . —Jrim, B
PLA-g-MAH 75 &t i Y I A BOAIR 20 1k E R PR T
Wz, R T RAMERERR > FHEBNIZSIRE )T, o
THEWEVESG R, ROKMERTRR S — i, EAME
LR E R R RN, AR T K FBE
ARG YNNG, DT A5 e R A PRl
TN, YRR R A PR R RE S s R
KOS I 8b AT, BEEIE 2 PLA-g-MAH 7 ity
B, A MOBHRZE ST S R AR, (R
(PR RES TSIy N,

S0

an

in

degradation rates

0 4 8 12 16
time/d

a) RER

cryalallinie M

wkbhalner et
b
3

5]

A 15
0 2 4 6 8 10

PLA-g-MAHW RS540 %
b) KREHRGEERERCR
8 PLA/PBAT/PLA-g¢-MAHWMAEZRHEZLREXR
Fig. 8 The degradation rate and relationship between
degradation rate and crystallinity of
PLA/PBAT/PLA-g-MAH composites film

€1 9 4 PLA/PBAT/PLA-g-MAH & & # BR# i AE
FEAFE I R AR B 2 000 A5 I IR A5 21 (1) F2 T
TEH, K 10 H% NaOH /KIEH KM 16 d 52 SR
B R TEIE A SEM B f s

XT U ] 9~ 10 7K fiff il J B2 TRT Y SEMLER J3 0] R
REKRHE A M RHEER R, BARE%,
W LI 5244% ;s 4K )G 92 SRR
Fm I T AL, [FIE R m h URRE RS A, O FLRE

FHIAH PLA-g-MAH i (380, &AM RHE g,
VIR AP, R LI 2 LA R, M
PLA-g-MAH UHN i 73 BOR R 7% B, R
TR

a) DGO b) DGI ¢) DG3
d) DG5 e) DG7 f) DG10
9 PLA/PBAT/PLA-g-MAHKfEHTEI SEME K

Fig.9 SEM photographs of PLA/PBATPLA-g-MAH
composites film before hydrolysis

a) DGO b) DGI

f) DG10

e) DG7

10 PLA/PBAT/PLA-g-MAH 7K#& /55 SEME K
Fig.10 SEM photographs of PLA/PBATPLA-g-MAH
composites film after hydrolysis

d) DG5S

3 it

T EA O S A A R (BT 2R A >
500% ) ) PBAT 5 PLA JEmhILIR, ARG INIE 25
PLA-g-MAHI}, [ PLA 5 PBAT W& FHZ AL, i
T2 PLA/PBAT HIRWINEE G S HERER A, A
M, LA 5050 5% B PLA-g-MAH %R
PLA/PBAT A 25 2 5, HAr MR . 25 ihsm
iR B A T RRAE, 40908 57.66 MPa. 74.85
MPaf16.15 kl/m*, HWrZi %4 46.51%, HEEPLA
FIWTRLI K RIS T 1715, 2B 12+ 2 8
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