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Hermeneutical Aesthetics and Reception Aesthetics in Environmental Design

Kou Ruibing, Zhu Li
( College of Art and Architecture, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China )

Abstract : The “Horizon Fusion” principal of hermeneutical aesthetics combines the past view with the present
view, thus in contemporary environmental design, “regeneration” and “conservation” of historical and cultural architec-
ture could be conducted. According to the “Effective-History” principal, art works’ life (including architecture art) is
beyond the time limit, and people from different times have different interpretations of the same work. The “Legitimate
Prejudice” principal offers an aesthetic perspective on how personal consciousness and even the whole society conscious-
ness could affect people’ s interpretations with regard to architectures, and based upon which, people could change and
expand the function of architectures. Under the influence of reception aesthetics, environmental design is focused on the
receivers, which is the real need of environment users in order to make design more humanized.
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