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Preliminary Research on Tahu Chiseled Flower Art in the
Design of Xiangxi Miao Clothing

Zhang Xi
( School of Packaging Design and Art, Hunan University of Technology, Zhuzhou Hunan 412007, China )

Abstract : Tahu chiseled flower art is derived from the Miao costume pattern. With its great variety in patterns and
product lines, the Miao costumes have greatly promoted the Tahu chiseled flower art developments. According to Miao
people s belief consciousness, Tahu chiseled flowers in Xiangxi Miao clothing mainly could be divided into three categories,
namely totem worship , nature worship and Chinese zodiac worship themes. As the clothing ground pattern, Tahu chiseled
flower art had its unique artistic features, which were mainly displayed in paying attention to symmetry and balance;
focusing on the unification of complicated and simple composition with harmony of density and spacing; delivering Miao
people’ s best wishes to everything in the world and keen yearning for a better life. Traditional festivals could be used as
an opportunity to develop the Tahu chiseled flower art by taking it as the celebration symbol, and combining it into the
tourism culture. Meanwhile, Tahu chiseled flower art could be mass produced into cloth art adornment pictures and new
year pictures as home decoration. The chiseled flower element could also be used in cartoon and animation fields. Tahu
chiseled flower art could be taken into the basic teaching system as the inheritance in certain ethnic education in order to
create favorable conditions for training expert practitioners.
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