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Craft Techniques and Artistic Characteristics of Dong People
Embroidery Wedding Shoes
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Abstract: The embroidery wedding shoes of Guizhou Dong people is an important part of traditional Dong clothing.
The shoe model looks like a hook boat, with toe tip and triangular shape, and slightly upturned, with the similar smooth and
unique shape of ship modeling. In terms of craft techniques, embroidery wedding shoes are hand-made by Dong women,
including the stitch sole, upper production and bottom stitching. The sole is made of thick pieces of cloth into the Melaleuca,
the upper making procedures include paper cutting, sticky cloth embroidery, lock beam synthesis. To create a festive
atmosphere, colorful uppers are often used in the background of bright colors of pink, orange, purple cloth with a pattern
decoration of a clear theme, in most cases, theme of the performance of “Butterfly with flowers”, which expresses the pray
for family flourishing and generation extension from the Dong women.
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Fig.1 Embroidery wedding shoes
from Congjiang Dong people
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