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Forms of Auspicious Culture in Design of Matchbox Pictures during Late Qing

Dynasty and Early of the Republic of China

Chen Lili
(School of Packaging Design and Art, Hunan University of Technology, Zhuzhou Hunan 412007, China)

Abstract : The design of matchbox pictures of the late Qing dynasty reflected culture essence of China traditional
auspicious culture with auspicious patterns, characters and colors. These three kinds of auspicious culture forms conveyed
people s aesthetic and cultural needs. In the respect of auspiciousness, the words of “blessing”, “longevity , “wealth”,
“make big profits with small capital” and the use of numbers as one, three, five and nine are considered auspicious. As for
the auspicious patterns, the “form™ inheritance of traditional lucky design and the extension of “meaning to convey
meaning were mainly applied. Regarding the lucky colour, red standing for jubilance, yellow indicating rich and honour, and
green representing vitality were mainly adopted, which expressed the rich emotions and the will of blessing and praying of
Chinese nation. These designs have the effects of displaying the strengths. Further analysis and experience of the design
of matchbox pictures with auspicious culture forms contribute to designing the nationalized and individualized works.
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Fig. 1 Auspicious words
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Fig. 2 Auspicious numbers
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Fig. 3 Auspicious patterns

¢) “FHREIH”
A3



LA U] R

AR R IAEBL T i+ U R BUE X 87

HARRYIBHE KB G ER R T 1
kA, AR NI, W LU AL
WREWH LA, BALHEREERE “E” WA
W7 S i

4 FEEX

% BLA A5 3 15 LD B R (O ShRE, B4 A
R, IRE—MER . SRR
ORI E FWERZ SREE LRk, Hit, @
A 4 e A B — P A R R R T S ) SO B
DAFF A1 RO R AR 4 75 3K o

R 13X —FF R AR T = & o
BE . EHHREROENZN L, KEEENBETK
22 55 B T RESCAR O A A e Bk, LA R R B Rk
TR . WERRPINE, K& V7 9400
AHEL, AMEREE A R T AT I E Y A
S AR TAR AT, R, XA
PN D A G G SR IS = S A
TR R GRS L a6, If5
Digpfs, EPAFMME RS0, 1 “PhEL” ZR1AE
HERIRNEE, WERIESHFERNEE, AN
HE R R I FU BB 0 S e 7 R A ST PR
H s HA bR i KBS s, 2020 ko
AP E RS, Blaa b KT 4, X2
— P E B, T HEIESR OERT, K
FA EHRAWT WELL. B T R R
7ifa, FR AR CBEE, AR WA
w, AREISIE, KIS FER. PEIES
ORI OGOl KRR, #RELE
AT B, AR T AR
WIER, SRFIERONE, TEA Ly a2
W24 T TR A e A A A ER . K ap
e K, DRI S E R ket kB

a) “RERKT LUk

b) k" EE
H4 HHEE

Fig. 4 Auspicious color
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