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Research on Horse-Fastening Piles Decorative Sketches

of Traditional Houses in China
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('School of Packaging Design & Art, Hunan University of Technology, Zhuzhou Hunan 412007, China )

Abstract: Horse-fastening pile, the sketch sculpture next to the gate of the rural resident’ s house, is of the characteris-
tics of utility, decoration and indication. Therefore, horse-fastening pile is the “rich or noble” symbol and is regarded as the
gorgeous spiritual appearance of farmer household. Actually, horse-fastening pile consists of the horse fastening loop and the
horse fastening body. The decorative patterns on the horse-fastening pile are strongly loaded with the local traditional culture.
It is possible for modern designers to go into the treasure-house fully filled with decorative patterns of traditional Chinese
architecture, comprehend thoroughly Chinese culture, and get the traditional architectural symbols involved in the modern
design by means of probing into horse-fastening pile.
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Fig.1 Horse-fastening pile in
people’ s daily life in Yantai
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Fig. 2 Horse-fastening loop
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Fig.3 Models and heights of slave-lion of Horse-fastening
pile in Yuan dynasty
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Fig. 4 Models and heights of slave-lion of Horse-fastening

pile in Ming dynasty
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Fig. 5 Models and heights of slave-lion of Horse-fastening

pile in Qing dynasty
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